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Charles Darwin and John Henry Newman 

 

The 19th century was the time when people had to grapple with the realization that the world both 
physical and cultural is one of constant change.  This talk compares and contrasts two great 

Victorian thinkers--the biologist and naturalist Charles Darwin and the Anglican-turned-Catholic 
theologian John Henry Newman--for whom such change was a major challenge and stimulus. 
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Michael Ruse is the Lucyle T. Werkmeister 
Professor of Philosophy at Florida State 

University.  He holds a joint appointment in 
philosophy and zoology.  A native of 

England, Dr. Ruse received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Bristol.  He taught at the 
University of Guelph, Ontario, until 2000, 

when he took the present chair. Dr. Ruse 
has written some 24 books, including the 

recent Darwin and Design (2003) and The 
Evolution-Creation Strugg e (2005). He has 

been a visiting scholar at Cambridge 
University and at the Harvard University 

Museum of Comparative Zoology. 
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