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Course Description:

Catholic Sexual and Social Ethics will: (1) investigate the methodological foundations of Catholic social and sexual ethics using Scripture, Tradition, reason, and experience; (2) compare and contrast various methodologies of social and sexual ethics; (3) explore and critically analyze Catholic sexual teachings on issues such as premarital sex, artificial birth control, homosexuality, and reproductive technologies from various theological, sociological, biological, historical, and cultural perspectives; and (4) explore and critically analyze Catholic social teachings on issues such as the common good, poverty, a just wage, universal health care, discrimination, and immigrant rights from various theological, sociological, historical, and cultural perspectives.
Course Objectives:  Students will be able to …

I.
Knowledge:

· describe different methodological approaches to sexual and social ethics.

· explain theological, sociological, biological, historical and cultural dimensions that have helped to shape Christian teachings on sexual and social ethics. 

· articulate their understanding of what it means to be a human person adequately considered and how this principle applies to sexual and social ethics.

· explain the role of natural law in the formulation of Catholic sexual and social teaching.

· explain Catholic magisterial pronouncements on sexual and social issues.
II.
Skills:

· critically reflect upon and analyze magisterial pronouncements on the basis of course content and their own research for their paper.
III.
Values:
· develop their own perception of essential values and principles that facilitate responsible Christian sexual and social living.
Required Reading:

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Donum Vitae (available online at: http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19870222_respect-for-human-life_en.html) [DV]
Curran, Charles E.  Catholic Social Teaching 1891-Present: A Historical, Theological, and Ethical Analysis (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2002). [CST]

. “Official Catholic Social and Sexual Teachings: A Methodological Comparison,” in Curran and R.A. McCormick, S.J., Dialogue about Catholic Sexual Teaching: Readings in Moral Theology No. 8 (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1993), 536-58. [OCS]
O’Brien, David and Thomas Shannon.  Catholic Social Thought: The Documentary Heritage (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1992). [DH]
Salzman, Todd A. and Michael G. Lawler, The Sexual Person: Toward a Renewed Catholic Anthropology (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2008). [SP]
Salzman, Todd. Online Lecture, Blueline. [OL]

U.S.C.C.B. “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political. Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States” Washington, D.C.: U.S.C.C.B., 2007).

Handouts.
Course Requirements:

A. Read material in advance.  

B. Class participation in small and large group discussions is expected, appreciated, and graded.

C.
Class attendance is mandatory.  More than one absence will lower your final grade 10 points. Three or more absences will result in an automatic F for the course.    

D.
Respect all other students (and the professor), their opinions, comments and questions.

E. Write a twelve-fifteen page paper on an issue pertaining to sexual ethics or social ethics (see handout for the recommended form and content of this paper).

F. Take two essay exams (mid-term and final).

G. Take six pop-quizzes.

Exams:

Two essay exams will be given.  There will be no make-up exams given without a written medical excuse.  

Grading Scale:

	A         = 
90-100

B+       =            88-89

B         =
80-87

C+       =            78-79


	C       =       70-77

D       =       60-69

F       =       59 and below

	
	


Grading Policy:
25%
Exam (2)
25%
Paper

15%
Quizzes

10%
Class Participation
100%
Total 

Research Paper:

An “A” grade indicates:

An outstanding essay that features a well-defined and manageable thesis-statement, takes a clear stance towards the subject matter, directly and adequately addresses the issues, and supports the thesis with highly specific and relevant evidence.  Arguments and evidence are carefully arranged and organized.  All points are clearly and sufficiently explained and developed and reveal reflection and a sophisticated understanding of the issues.  This essay is very well written and free of spelling, grammatical and syntactical errors.

A “B” grade indicates:

An above average essay which shows an understanding and comprehension of the thesis-statement that is demonstrated through the use of textual evidence and the ability to analyze issues and critically reflect upon them.  This essay shows a reasonable effort at organization, is clearly written, and is free of major errors in spelling, grammatical and syntactical errors.  What distinguishes an “A” paper from a “B” paper is not so much what the latter contains, but what it does not contain.

A “C” grade indicates:


An average essay which reveals adequate awareness of the nature of the problem or thesis under consideration.  While showing some weakness in focusing and controlling the argument, it makes no major errors in understanding the texts involved and reveals competent capabilities.  The writer may overlook important aspects of the assignment, neglect to use examples, or not go far enough in his or her analysis.  This essay shows the need for development, clarification, or precision.  It also contains spelling, grammatical and syntactical errors.

A “D” grade indicates:

A below average essay which does not contain a clear thesis statement and demonstrates little reflection or critical analysis of the issues or arguments addressed.  This essay also contains numerous spelling, grammatical, and syntactical errors.

Class Participation Grades:
An “A” grade indicates:

-the student attends class regularly

-the student is attentive in class

-the student asks exceptional questions and shares exceptional insights in both small and large group discussions

A “B” grade indicates:

-the student attends class regularly

-the student is attentive in class

-the student asks above-average questions and shares above-average insights in both small and large group discussions

A “C” grade indicates:

-the student attends class regularly

-the student is attentive in class

-the student asks average questions and shares average insights in both small and large group discussions

A “D” grade indicates:

-the student attends class regularly

-the student is attentive in class

An “F” grade indicates:

-the student attends class regularly

Final Grade:
An “A” grade indicates:

-the student has completed all assignments correctly and on time

-the student grasps the lectures and the material assigned

-the student can demonstrate a working knowledge of the concepts taught in the course

-the student has integrated class material with other knowledge in an original and creative fashion

-the student has consulted sources outside those assigned in class and integrated them into the course in a manner which demonstrates a mastery of the subject
A “B” grade indicates:

-the student has completed all assignments correctly and on time

-the student grasps the lectures and the material assigned

-the student can demonstrate a working knowledge of the concepts taught in the course

-the student has integrated class material with other knowledge in an original and creative fashion

A “C” grade indicates:

-the student has completed all assignments correctly and on time

-the student grasps the lectures and the material assigned

-the student can demonstrate a working knowledge of the concepts taught in the course

A “D” grade indicates:

-the student has completed all assignments with a minimum acceptable level

Class Cancellation Policy:
If class is to be cancelled due to inclement weather or illness an e-mail will be sent through BlueLine to all registered students and the office manager in theology will be notified.
Reading Assignments and Class Topics:

Week 1
Introduction: Meta-Ethics and Normative Ethics [Reading: OL: Lecture One A and B] 

Week 2
Catholic Sexual Ethics and Social Ethics: A Methodological Comparison [Reading: OCS]  
Week 3
Historical Overview of Christian Sexual Ethics [Reading: SP, ch. 1] 
Week 4
Method and Catholic Sexual Ethics: Traditionalists and Revisionists [SP, chs. 2 and 3]
Week 5
A Revised Sexual Anthropology [SP, ch. 4] 
Week 6
Marital Morality [Reading: SP, ch. 5]  
Week 7
Exam 
Week 8
Cohabitation and the Process of Marrying [Reading: SP, ch. 6]



Week 9
Homosexuality and Reproductive Technologies [Reading: SP, chs. 7 and 8; and DV]
Week 10
Method and Catholic Social Teaching [Reading: CST, chs. 1 and 2 and indicated readings in DH]
Week 11
Ecclesial Method and Anthropology [Reading: CST, chs. 3 and 4 and indicated readings in DH]
Week 12
Political Order [Reading: CST, ch. 5 and indicated readings in DH]
Week 13
Economic Order [Reading: CST, ch. 6 and indicated readings in DH]
Week 14
Further Political Aspects [Reading: CST, ch. 7 and indicated readings in DH] Papers are Due
Week 15
Final Exam
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