ANT/SOC/NAS/SRP: 424
Sustainability and Rural America

To Be Determined

Instructor:  Dr. Barbara J. Dilly

Office: 439 Administration Building

Phone: 402-280-1424

e-mail: bjdilly@creighton.edu
Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Friday: 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, Thursday: By appointment only

Ms. Rhonda Kodad, Administrative Assistant: Admin. 437; X3837

Course Catalog Attributes: (Proposed)

Senior Perspectives Course: 3 Credits; Lecture Type; Core A

Anthropology Major Culture Area Elective Course


American Studies Major Elective Course 

Native American Studies Elective Course
Course Description:


This interdisciplinary course studies sustainability and the diverse cultures of rural American peoples by looking at topics such as ethics, environmental resources, economic strategies, public policy, and social equality.  This course offers off-campus field observation and ethical reflection assignments and involves students in active collaborative problem-solving research.  
Goals and Objectives:


The goals of this course are:

· to focus on a significant topic in contemporary life (i.e. sustainability) and examine it through interdisciplinary lenses;

· to focus on the diverse social and cultural experiences of rural people and their sustainability challenges;

· to reflect on the ethical issues associated with the problems related to this topic.


To accomplish these goals we:

· read texts written from various disciplinary perspectives including sociology, anthropology, economics, environmental studies, economics, and popular culture and engage in class discussion and debates on multi-faceted sustainability issues.

· Critically evaluate readings, films, and speaker presentations to understand a wide range of rural experiences and interpretations of sustainability issues.
· Engage in participatory-observation research and interpretation of complex ethical issues related to sustainability.  
Required Texts:

Guyette, Susan

1996 Planning for Balanced Development: A Guide for Native American

And Rural Communities.  Santa Fe: Clear Light Publishers.

Lavenda, Robert H.

1997 Corn Fests and Water Carnivals: Celebrating Community in

Minnesota.  Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

Luloff, A. E. and R.S. Krannich

2002 Persistence and Change in Rural Communities: A 50-year Follow-

Up to Six Classic Studies.  New York: CABI Publishing.
Millard, Ann V. and Jorge Chapa

2001 Apple Pie and Enchiladas: Latino Newcomers in the Rural Midwest.

Austin: University of Texas Press.

Reece, Erik
2006 Lost Mountain: A Year in the Vanishing Wilderness, Radical Strip

Mining and the Devastation of Appalachia.  New York: Riverhead

Books.
Sayre, Nathan F.

2002 Ranching, endangered Species, and Urbanization in the Southwest:


Species of Capital.  Tucson: The University of Arizona Press.

Schlatter, Evelyn A.
2006 Aryan Cowboys: White Supremacists and the Search for a New


Frontier, 1970-2000.  Austin: University of Texas Press.

Course Requirements, Required Graded Activities, and Methods of Assessment of Learning:

50 pts.  Participation:  

--attend class and participate in discussions.  Attendance is required. If you have more

than (2) absences without written documentation, you will receive an “F.”


--read assigned readings before class.


--meet with the instructor individually regarding initial paper proposal.      


--participate in and complete field observation assignments off-campus

 
There are a total of 30 pts. assessed for active participation by the instructor.



There are 20 pts. assessed by student peers.

          


Participation is assessed at mid-term and at the end of the term.  

50 pts.  Field observation/interpretation/ethical reflections:


There are two of these assignments at 25 pts. each.

.

100 pts.  Exams: 

--identify key concepts and arguments presented in texts, ethnographic



films, and lectures.



There are two essay exams (Midterm and Final) at 50 pts. each.  

250 pts.  Analytic Term Paper:


--write a term paper, using social scientific style.

--identify and interpret five additional scholarly texts (articles or books) 



from interdisciplinary data bases.

--identify and meet with off-campus collaborators on paper topic.     


The term paper is made up of five parts.  Each part is worth 50 pts.  






50 pts.  Final Paper Presentation in Group Panel:





  

All members of the group will get the same grade.


500 pts. Total in this class:





Final Grade Criteria:  The cumulative total of all scores will determine the letter grade for the course.
100%  --  90%  A



89%  --  86%  B+

 85%   --  80%  B



79%  --  76%  C+

 75%   --  70%  C



69%  --  65%  D







Below 65%      F

Grading Criteria for Essays and Papers: The following general criteria are used for assessing scores for paper assignments, exams, and field notes.  Specific requirement details are outlined in a rubric for each assignment.
90%  -- 100%  A
All requirements are met on time.   All questions from the rubric are 



answered completely and clearly.  Answers and arguments are well
detailed and supported with appropriate examples for citations.  Citations 
are well documented.  There is no evidence of plagiarism.  This is 
impressive evidence of independent thought and reasoning.  There are

no mechanical errors in spelling, punctuation, and paragraphing.  Scholarly references are relevant, recent, and of high quality.

86% -- 89%
  B+
All requirements are met on time.  All questions from the rubric are 



answered completely and clearly.  Answers and arguments are well 



detailed and supported with appropriate examples or citations.  Citations 



are well documented.  There is no evidence of plagiarism.  Scholarly 



references are relevant, recent (within the last 5-10 years), and of high

quality.  There is some evidence of independent thought and reasoning.  
There are few mechanical errors in spelling, punctuation, or 
paragraphing.  
85% -- 80%
  B
All requirements are met on time.   All questions from the rubric are 



answered and well supported with examples or citations.  There is some
evidence of independent thought and reasoning.  Scholarly references 
are relevant and of high quality.  Citations are well documented.  There 
are few mechanical errors.  There is no plagiarism.

76% – 79%  
C+
The assignment is on time.  Not all questions from the rubric are 



answered or well supported.  Citations are well documented.  There is 



little evidence of independent thought and reasoning.  There are 



mechanical errors that should have been identified with spell-check or 




proofreading.  There is no plagiarism. 

75% -- 70%     C
The assignment is on time.  Not all the questions from the rubric are well 



answered or supported.  Citations are poorly documented.  There are 



glaring mechanical errors.  Resources are weak.  There is no evidence of 



independent thought and reasoning.  There is no evidence of plagiarism.

69% -- 65%    D
Not all requirements are met, nor is the assignment completed on time.  



Answers are vague and do not address the rubric questions.  There are 



glaring mechanical errors.  There is no plagiarism.

64% -- Below   F
Assignment is late.  Answers are illegible or incoherent.  Rubric 



questions are not answered.  There is evidence of plagiarism.

0%


This is worse than an F.  It means that the assignment was not 



attempted or is clearly an example of plagiarism.  
Course Policies:

I start and end the class on time.  If you arrive late without a valid excuse, you will be counted as absent. 


Attendance is taken regularly.  If you have more than two unexcused absences, you will receive the grade of “F” for the class.  An excused absence must be documented in writing.  It includes a physician’s visit, athletic event, death of a family member or a friend’s funeral, participation in an off-campus scholastic event, or job interview.  Conflicts with your social life, job, just not feeling well, or other demands on your time or inconveniences are not excused.  If in doubt about what is “excused,” please contact me before rather than after the absence.


You will not be allowed to reschedule or make up any exams unless by prior arrangement.  


Late papers are accepted with a penalty of one grade reduction for each day late.


I use an informal and interactive lecture/discussion format.  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading material assigned on the syllabus.


 My office hours are listed in the syllabus and posted on my door.  I can make additional arrangements to meet with you if they are not convenient.  


You are encouraged to communicate with me via e-mail.  You must not assume that I got your message unless I reply to your question or acknowledge that I received your attachment.  I typically do not reply to e-mail messages in the evening or on weekends as I reserve this time for my research.  


Class will be cancelled if the University announces official cancellations of all classes for reasons of weather or power failures.  Should class be cancelled for any reason, there will be an official typed note on the classroom door signed by me or a Creighton official.  Do not trust rumors or unofficial notes on the door.  There are two pre-scheduled class cancellations due to my attendance at the American Anthropological Association Meetings.  I have only once in ten years cancelled a class due to illness.


I record and calculate all grades manually.  You will be given a grade calculation form with due dates for all assignments at the beginning of class to check your own performance and to make sure that I have not made errors.  


Students are not allowed to audit this class without the approval of the instructor and the Registrar’s office. 


A student guide to plagiarism is found on the Creighton home page and in the Creighton Student Handbook where the penalties are also outlined.  Please review these sites prior to completing all writing assignments.  Many students do not know that plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty.  It is dishonest to copy or paraphrase the ideas of other scholars without citing them in a scholarly style in your work.  If your papers are plagiarized (cut and paste projects), it is easy to recognize because of the lack of proper documentation of sources and integration of ideas.  If you need additional clarification on how to avoid plagiarism, visit the Writing Center in CA 306.  If a paper is plagiarized, it will receive a grade of “F.”


Students must write their own papers and take-home exam questions and not submit any portion of another student’s work as their own.  Students may not collaborate during exams.  Cheating on a paper or an exam by using the work of other students or notes will result in the grade of “F” for the course.  Please review the Creighton site on academic honesty.  

Student Resources:

If you have a disability for which you need an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Office of Disability Accommodations located in Markoe Hall (280-2166) as early as possible in the semester.  A letter from the Office of Disability Accommodation is required to make necessary arrangements.  


A computer lab is available for your use on the 4th floor, Administration Building #426 when not in use as a classroom.  Please contact Ms. Rhonda Kodad in Admin. 437, X3837 for information regarding the scheduling of this room.  


The Writing Center is a free and very valuable service.  Please contact them at X4707 to make an appointment. 


Students are encouraged to seek assistance from Creighton University librarians.  While a great amount of scholarly literature is now available on-line, many high quality resources are available only through the library.  Special data bases for anthropological literature are also more easily identified by consulting with a research specialist.  Nathan Morgan (2927) can help you identify appropriate sources and also obtain materials through inter-library loan within a matter of days.  


The American Anthropological Association web site is linked to scholars, sub-field research groups, academic conferences, and data bases in all fields of anthropological inquiry.  

            Students may browse my office library for resources and announcements of new publications but I do not loan out my books or journals.  They are all available at or through the library.  

I regularly write letters of recommendation for students for graduate programs, internships, and employment opportunities.  These letters acknowledge a wide range of practical and marketable skills obtained through the discipline of anthropology, including:


--interactive and collaborative skills; ability to write narrative reports;


--ability to systematically gather and evaluate data in terms of patterns and themes;


--curious, adaptive to new situations and environments;


--respectful of diversity and open to the ideas of others; good listener. 
Course Schedule 

	Class Meetings
	Lecture/Discussion Topics, Reading Assignments

*All assignments are to be completed before class
	Graded Assignments:

Activities:

Distribution and Due Dates

	Unit 1: Introduction to the Rural Idyll in the Popular Imagination
Goal: We identify the cultural construction of “the rural.”
Objectives:  We identify methodological approaches to the study of “the rural.”
                  We identify and examine diverse discipline data bases of rural 
                  images.

	Wednesday,
August 20
	Introduction to course and popular culture studies
	Lecture:
Paper Topic Assignment
Details Distributed

	Friday,
August 22
	The Rural:  A sense of place and history in the popular imagination
	Lecture:
Multi-media presentation

	Monday,
August 27
	Myths, Icons, Legends, and Lore
	Lecture:
Multi-media presentation

	Unit 2:  The Rural Environment:   
Economic Adaptations and Public Policy
Goal:  We examine economic and political issues associated with the rural natural

          environment.  
Objectives:  We identify diverse rural landscapes and the extractive industries
                  that exploit them and examine them for sustainability.  

                  We examine public policies that address rural resource

                  conservation and development potential.                   

	Wednesday,
August 29
	Landscapes: 
Prairie, Plains, Mountains, Deserts, Rivers, Woodlands, Coastlines, Wetlands, Ice Caps
	Lecture:
Multi-media presentation



	Friday,

August 31
	Logging and Mining
Read: Lost Mountain
Student group assignments
	Discussion of reading:
Student group led.

	Monday, September 3
	No Class, Labor Day
	

	Wednesday,
September 5
	Ranching 
Reading: Ranching, Endangered Species, and Urbanization in the Southwest: Species of Capital
Student group assignments
	Discussion of reading:

 Student group led.

	Friday,
September 7
	Agriculture and Agribusiness
Web-site article:  To be assigned
	Presentation by the Center for Rural Affairs

	Monday, September 10
	Conservation
Web-site article:  To be assigned
	Presentation by the Center for Rural Affairs

	Wednesday,
September 12
	National Parks

	Multi-media presentation
Guest speaker

	Friday,

September 14
	Oil, Gas, Water, Ethanol and Wind Energy
(web-site article assignment)
	Lecture and discussion
Guest Speakers

	Unit 3:  Local and Global Economic Challenges 

Goal:  We identify the challenges to local economic decisions as a result of global
          economic processes.

Objectives:  We examine the difficulties of maintaining a quality rural 

                  infrastructure in the midst of a shifting tax base.
                  We examine the difficulties of establishing and sustaining

                  small businesses in rural areas.

                  We examine the trends in global economics that shape rural

                  economic trends.

	Monday, September 17
	The Rural Infrastructure:

Roads, Bridges, Air and Water Quality
	Presentation by rural l elected and appointed officials

	Wednesday,
September 19
	Local Economies: Unemployment, Credit, and Small Businesses
	Presentation by the Rural Assistance Program at the Creighton Law School

	Friday,
September 21
	Global Economics:  Lost Industries, Labor Issues, and Boom/Bust Cycles
	Presentation by Dr. Ernie Goss

	Unit 4:  Ethnic Diversity and Rural Life Styles 

Goal:  We identify the diversity in rural community traditions and life styles.
Objectives:  We identify anthropological participant observation field methods
                  of local community research.

                  We identify local community values and contemporary issues and

                  examine these dynamics in the context of changing global realities.  
                  We identify strategies for preservation of diverse local lifestyles.                  

	Monday, September 24
	English, Irish, Scottish, French, and Dutch Communities
Read: Persistence and Change

Student Group Assignments
	Discussion of Readings and 

Research Methods

Field Assignment 

Details Distributed.

	Wednesday, September 26
	German, Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian Communities
Read: Persistence and Change
Student Group Assignments
	Discussion of Readings:
Student group led.


	Friday,
September 28
	Native Americans
Web-site articles to be assigned.
	Guest speakers

	Monday, 

October 1
	Latin Americans
Readings: Apple Pie and Enchiladas
Student Group Assignments
	Discussion of Readings
Student group led.

	Wednesday, 
October 3
	Asian Americans and 
African Americans
	Lecture and discussion

	Friday,
October 5
	Religious Sects, Movements, and Revivals
(web-site article assignment)
	Lecture and discussion

	Monday, 

October 8
	Folk Festivals and Food Ways
Read: Corn Fests and Water Carnivals
	Discussion of Readings

	Wednesday, 

October 10
	Celebrating a Rural Aesthetic: Folk Art, Joke Lore, Folk and Country Music

A portion of the Midterm Exam is Contributions to this event.
	Multi-media presentation and potluck, student contributions.

	Friday, 

October 12
	Midterm Exam

	

	Fall Break

	Unit 5:  Challenges to Rural Quality of Life Issues
Goal:  We examine the issues which contribute to the quality of rural life.
Objectives:  We identify conflicts between local people, government officials,
                  and outsiders in the preservation and management of recreational

                  resources. 

                  We identify the social and economic factors that contribute to

                  rural poverty, health risks, crime, radicalism, sexism, and racism.
                  We discuss why so many young people leave rural communities and

                  those who remain see so little hope in their futures.

	Monday,
October 22
	Conflicts in regulating and promoting boating, hunting, skiing, off-road vehicles
	Presentation by a DNR representative.

	Wednesday,

October 24
	Conflicts in developing and sustaining camping, hiking, biking, fishing, bird-watching
	Presentation by a rural tourism developer.

	Friday, 

October 26
	Racism, Radicalism and Rural Retreats 
Reading: Aryan Cowboys
Student group assignments.
	Discussion of Readings:
Student group led.

	Monday,

October 29
	Rural Poverty 
(web-site article assignment)
	Discussion
Reflections Due

	Wednesday, 

October 31
	Migrant Workers
	Film: To Be Determined

	Friday,

November 2
	Sexism, Domestic Abuse, and Gay Bashing
	Film: 
“The Brandon Teena Story”

	Monday, November 5
	Drug Use, Meth Manufacture, and Crime
	Law Enforcement guest speakers

	Wednesday,

November 7
	Education and opportunities for youth.
	Panel discussion among students

	Friday, 

November 9
	Health Issues and Health Care Responses
	Health Professional guest speakers

	Unit 6: Applying What We Learn
Goal:  We learn to define, propose, implement, and assess strategies for hope for rural communities.
Objectives:  We identify the role of culture in defining sustainable development.
                  We identify research strategies for appropriate development.

                  We examine models of development for local applications.

                  We critique action plans for efficacy.  

                  We propose concrete solutions to specific problems.

                  We identify collaborators to further our agendas.

                  We engage in a public dialogue to advocate for change.

	Monday, 

November 12
	Cultural Strategies for Sustainable Development
Read: Planning for Balanced Development, p. 1-8
	Lecture and Discussions of Readings led by instructor.

	Wednesday,

November 14
	Doing the Research 
Read: Planning for Balanced Development, p. 9-80
Student Group Assignments
	Lecture and Discussions of Readings led by student groups.  

	Friday,

November 16
	Cultural Revitalization and Development
Read: Planning for Balanced Development, p. 81-130
Student Group Assignments
	Lecture and Discussion of Readings led by student groups.

	Monday,

November 19
	Economic and Cultural Tourism Development
Read: Planning for Balanced Development, p. 131-204
Student Group Assignments
	Lecture and Discussion of Readings led by student groups.

	Thanksgiving Break

	Monday, 

November 26
	From Plan to Action
Read: Planning for Balanced Development, p. 205-260
	Lecture and Discussion of Readings led by instructor.

	Wednesday,

November 28
	No Class

Anthropology Meetings

Work on your paper
	

	Friday,

November 30
	No Class

Anthropology Meetings

Work on your paper
	

	Monday,

December 3
	Group Panel Presentations with Collaborators
	Papers Due

	Wednesday,

December 5
	Group Panel Presentations with Collaborators
	

	Friday,

December 7
	Group Panel Presentations with Collaborators
	

	Monday, 

December 10
	Final Exam
	


This syllabus is your course compass and contract.  You are responsible for reading the requirements and policies printed in the attached pages.  For further information regarding the Soc/Anthropology Department, see our web-site at: http://www2.creighton.edu/ccas/socant/index.php
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