Proposal for Global Studies Course: Cultural Epidemiology ANT 383
Syllabus including a schedule of tasks for each week or each class day: 

The syllabus is attached to this application.
Description of the requirements involved, preferably a separate description and rationale for each assignment:

There are five requirements for this course: (1) two exams, (2) one group presentation, (3) one individual online research on an internationally relevant health issue, (4) five short book reviews, and (5) active participation in class.

(1) Students will have a midterm and a final exam that test knowledge of the class room lectures. The students will be given three questions from which they can choose two. For each of the two questions they will write a short essay that summarizes their knowledge and integrates this knowledge into the wider frame of health and health care. The two exams account for 30% of the total course grade.
(2) Students sign up for a group presentation of one of the required readings. The group presents the content, the wider context of the book’s themes, and its implications for health and health care. The presentation will be graded according to clarity of the presentation, accuracy in presenting the book’s arguments, and adequateness of the wider context of the book’s themes. The group can use the whole class period for their presentation. The members of the group will receive the same grade. The grade accounts for 15% of the total course grade.
(3) Each student is expected to choose a particular health issue of global importance and research this issue by using websites and online databases. I recommend http://www.irinnews.org, as a point of entry, though students should look for additional sources. After the approval of the research topic by the instructor in the second week of the course, the student will study this health issue throughout the semester. On the days indicated in the course schedule below, students may be called upon to present their topic and their findings. At the end of the semester they will submit a summary of the health issue and their findings (ten to twelve pages double spaced). The grade for this assignment counts for 15% of the total course grade.
(4) Each student will write reviews of the five required readings. The syllabus contains the dates when the reviews are due. They should critically summarize the books in their own words. They are to be typed, double-spaced, and not more then seven pages in length. They account for 30% of the total course grade.

(5) Students are expected to make a positive contribution to group learning. Active participation accounts for 10% of the total course grade.
How does the course fulfill the general goals for Global courses:

This course analyzes epidemiology culturally, seeking to understand how people within specific ethnic groups understand and experience an illness, how they explain the cause of disease, the types of treatment they believe in, and to whom they turn when they become ill. As these understandings and experiences vary from culture to culture, these cultural systems and worldviews are compared, their relevance and importance for health and health care highlighted, and different cultural factors emphasized as well as their health outcomes. Additionally, it will be analyzed how different health systems interact, coexist, and conflict. Subsequently, awareness and appreciation for different cultures is raised among students. They will be sensitized to cultural diversity within the US and internationally. Further, they will be guided to evaluate their own cultural background. Another goal of this course is to raise awareness of health issues of global relevance, such as HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and TB, and how a national health care system and the international community can respond to them. 
How does the course fulfill one of the two basic options for International/Global courses:

The course fulfills both the option for (1) Non-Western cultures and systems and the option for (2) global/international problems and systems. Throughout the course non-western cultures and worldviews are discussed as well as global and international health problems.
Cultural Epidemiology: Global Perspectives
ANT 383
Spring 2009
Tuesday and Thursday – time TBA
Classroom TBA
Instructor: Alexander Rodlach

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 8.30 am – 9.30 am in 441a

Phone: 280-2567

e-mail: rodlach@creighton.edu 

Course webpage: http://alex.roedlach.at 
Course Description:
The history of social medicine suggests that epidemiology and medical anthropology are natural allies in the study of disease in human populations. Epidemiology is the study of the distribution and determinants of disease, mortality, morbidity, injuries, and disability within and across populations. Medical anthropology seeks to understand how people within a specific culture or social group understand and experience an illness, how they explain the cause of disease, the types of treatment they believe in, and to whom they turn when they become ill. Unlike epidemiology, in which the unit of study is an individual person, the unit of anthropological study is typically a community or social group. Cultural epidemiology arose out of the awareness of the structural, political, socioeconomic, and cultural determinants of health, and of the difficulties faced by both epidemiologists and anthropologists to address pressing health needs on an international scale. It is, therefore, rooted in—and relies on—both anthropological and epidemiological concepts of health and disease and methods for health research. 
Goals and Objectives:

This certified writing and global studies course provides an introduction to cultural epidemiology. Throughout the course students will be introduced to the field’s contributions to advancing theory in social analysis, developing appropriate methodologies, and increasing the success rates of disease control and prevention. Special emphasis is given to comparing developed and developing countries as well as western and non-western societies. 
Upon completion of this course students will understand the central questions of cultural epidemiology and the current theory and methods employed to both understand and address them. They will appreciate the complexity and importance of social interaction for health outcomes and know the potential of cultural epidemiology within health and health care.
Required Readings: 
· Wilkinson Richard G. (2001). Mind the gap – Hierarchies, Health, and Human Evolution. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
· Browning, Barbara (1998). Infectious Rhythm – Metaphors of Contagion and the Spread of African Culture. New York: Rougledge.
· Briggs, Charles L. and Clara Mantini-Briggs (2003). Stories in the Time of Cholera – Racial Profiling During a Medical Nightmare. Berkeley: University of California Press.
· Setel, Philip W. (2000). A Plague of Paradoxes – AIDS, Culture, and Demography in Northern Tanzania. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
· Fadiman, Anne (1997). The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down. New York: Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux.
Course Requirements:
· Exam: Students will have a midterm and a final exam (essay format) that test knowledge of the class room lectures. The two exams account for 30% of the total course grade.

· Group presentation: Students sign up for a group presentation of one of the books to be read and reviewed. The group presents the content, the wider context of the book’s themes, and its implications for health and health care. The presentation will be graded according to clarity of the presentation, accuracy in presenting the book’s arguments, and adequateness of the wider context of the book’s themes. The group can use the whole class period for their presentation. The members of the group will receive the same grade. The grade accounts for 15% of the total course grade.

· Individual presentations: Each student is expected to choose a particular health issue of global importance and research this issue by using websites and online databases. I recommend http://www.irinnews.org, as a point of entry, though students should look for additional sources. After the approval of the research topic by the instructor in the second week of the course, the student will study this health issue throughout the semester. On the days indicated in the course schedule below, students will be called upon to present their topic and their findings. At the end of the semester they will submit a summary of the health issue and their findings (ten to twelve pages double spaced). The grade for this assignment counts for 15% of the total course grade.

· Reviews of the five required readings: You should critically summarize the books in your own words. Check the syllabus for the dates when the reviews are due. They are to be typed, double-spaced, and not more then seven pages in length. They account for 30% of the total course grade.

· Participation: Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis. Attendance will be taken and it is your responsibility to make sure that you are marked as ‘present.’ Attendance and participation account for 10% of the total course grade. You can miss class up to four times – excused and/or unexcused. If you miss class five or more times, then you I will deduct 2% for each time. However, if you miss class ten or more times, you will receive an F for this course.

Grading Scale:
· A 



100% – 90%

· B+ 



89.9% – 85%

· B 



84.9% – 80%

· C+ 



79.9% – 75%

· C 



74.9% – 70%

· D 



69.9% – 65%

· F 



64.9% or less

Policies:
· This syllabus is tentative and will be updated regularly during the semester. It is the students’ responsibility to make sure that they follow the most recent updated syllabus. The most recent version can be downloaded from the course homepage: http://alex.roedlach.at. 
· If I am unable to give a lecture due to unforeseen circumstances (e.g. illness) I will e-mail the class latest in the morning of the day of class to inform students that the class is cancelled. Further, the Administrative Assistant of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology will post an official flyer on the classroom door informing students that class is cancelled. Please note that the flyer is only valid with the department’s stamp.

· Students are expected to complete the assigned readings in advance of the respective class session so they will be prepared for lecture and discussion.

· All assignments are to be submitted as digital files through BSCW before or on the day they are due. For each day late submission, 3% will be deducted from this assignment’s grade. Assignments that are not submitted within a week after the deadline will be regarded as not submitted.
· If you have a cell phone please turn off the ringer before coming to class.

· The use of laptops is not permitted during class.
· If, for some reason, you are going to miss an examination or an assignment due notify me in advance, otherwise you will receive a zero for the assignment.

· If you are found cheating or plagiarizing you will receive a zero for that assignment and you will be reported to the Academic Dean’s Office. A student guide to plagiarism is found on the Creighton home page and in the Creighton Student Handbook where the penalties are also outlined. Please review these sites prior to completing all writing assignments. 

· Students must write their own papers and may not submit any portion of another student’s work as their own. The consequence of this behavior is to receive a zero for the assignment and possibly an F as the final grade of the course. Please review the Creighton site on academic honesty. 
· After I receive the review papers I will grade them and return them to you. Papers which receive an "audit" grade will not receive a grade until I have a personal interview with you. At this interview you are expected to produce all of your research material and we will go over your paper checking it against this material. Other supporting materials such as rough drafts of the paper and reading notes should also be brought to the audit. You will receive an audit grade for one of three reasons: your paper is excellent and I want to tell you this in person and explain why I feel it is a fine work; yours is one of several papers I have chosen at random to check citations, footnotes and bibliographies to be sure that they are accurate; your paper shows definite signs of plagiarism. If you receive an "Audit" grade on your paper you are expected to contact the professor and arrange for a 30 minute interview within a week of receiving your paper. If you do not arrange to meet with the professor you will receive a failing grade for the paper.
· A computer lab is available for your use on the 4th floor, Administration Building 426, when not in use as a classroom. Please contact Ms. Rhonda Kodad in Admin. 437, X3837 for information regarding the scheduling of this room. 

· In order to improve your written assignments, I advice you to contact the Writing Center at X4707 to make an appointment. Their services are free and very valuable.
· If you have a disability for which you need an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Accommodations located in Markoe Hall (280-2166) as early as possible in the semester. A letter from the Office of Disability Accommodations is needed to make necessary arrangements. 

Tentative course schedule:

1st week: Introduction
January 15: 1st day of class
2nd week: Patterns of disease and patterns of culture

January 20:


January 22: 
Approval of health issue to be researched throughout the semester



Signing up for group presentations completed
3rd week: Defining epidemiology

January 27:

January 29: 
1st health issue presentation: all students come prepared
4th week: Defining medical anthropology

February 3:


February 5: 
1st review due: Mind the gap



1st group presentation on the same book

5th week: Bias in epidemiology and its anthropological counterparts


February 10:

February 12: 

6th week: The integrated cultural-epidemiological approach


February 17:

February 19: 
2nd health issue presentation: all students come prepared
7th week: Methods in cultural epidemiology

February 24:

February 26: 
2nd review due: Infectious Rhythm


2nd group presentation on the same book

8th week: Assumptions about defining and measuring variables


March 3:


March 5: 
MIDTERM EXAM
9th week: SPRING RECESS

March 10:

March 12:
3rd health issue presentation: all students come prepared
10th week: Origins and meanings of disease patterns

March 17:

March 19:  
Guest speaker – I will be at the Annual Meeting of the SfAA


       
3rd review due: Stories in the Time of Cholera


3rd group presentation on the same book

11th week: Popular and professional ideas about risk

March 24:

March 26: 

12th week: The community in public health interventions

March 31:


April 2:
4th health issue presentation: all students come prepared
13th week: Social and cultural aspects of clinical trials as a form of data collection

April 7:

April 9:
4th review due: A Plague of Paradoxes
 

4th group presentation on the same book

14th week: Anthropological participation in population interventions

April 14:


April 16:
15th week: Anthropological analysis of randomized controlled trials

April 21:

April 23: 
5th health issue presentation: all students come prepared
16th week: Course summary

April 28:

April 30: 
5th review due: The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down


5th group presentation on the same book



Final health issue summary due in writing
17th week:


Exam week starts on May 4: FINAL EXAM
