SPN 599


SENIOR SEMINAR



     3 credits
Course Description

A Senior capstone course integrating knowledge and skills acquired within the major. All language skills are refined, as depth and nuance are added to the understanding of Spanish and Hispanic literature and culture. Students will submit an individual research project and a reflective essay examining how their project serves as the culmination of their Spanish studies. 

Objectives
· To refine language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing)
· To add depth and nuance to the analysis of Spanish and Hispanic literary and cultural texts, showing sensitivity to the plurality of meanings within them
· To become familiar with research methods in the fields of literature and culture
· To integrate all knowledge acquired of the Spanish-speaking world
· To demonstrate increased cultural awareness and understanding of distinct Spanish and Hispanic civilizations in their varied dimensions (social, economic, political, religious, artistic)
Course Topics
· Exploration of research methods in literature and culture
· Definition of the research project and thesis
· Preparation of the outline of the paper
· Oral presentation of research papers, initial theses and outlines
· Discussion of integrating features of the Spanish and Hispanic literature and culture, as well as variations in the field
· Methodology of the reflective essay.
Course Requirements

· Oral presentation of the  research project (10-15 min.)
· Written paper of approximately 10-15 pages on a specific research topic, submitted with a title page, footnotes, and bibliography
· A reflective essay of  7 pages demonstrating how studies in the major have given the student an integrated view and understanding of the various literatures and cultures that compose the Spanish-speaking world
Grading
The work will be graded on the content of the assignments, the originality of thought, the clarity of expression, the structure of the texts, and the mastery of the Spanish language demonstrated in the oral presentations and written papers. The student’s work in this course will be graded as follows:
Class participation: 
20%


Research paper:
40 %

Oral presentation:
20%


Reflective essay:
20 %

Attendance Policy

Since a high level of attention, listening, speaking, and class participation are all essential to acquiring the command of a language, regular attendance, class preparation and participation are expected. Thus, attendance will be taken and a professional note required for an absence to be excused. 1 % will be deducted from the final grade for each unexcused absence.
Academic Honesty Policy

Students enrolled in courses at Creighton University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The professor will therefore be alert to any kind of cheating or plagiarism, i.e. presenting as one’s own the work of another. This includes unsigned articles on the internet, which will be closely monitored by the instructor. Proof of academic misconduct will be handled by the official rules and policies of Creighton University. In this course, where academic misconduct has been established, a grade of 0 will be given for the assignment in question, which may lead to failure in the course. Multiple cases of misconduct affecting the same student will be acted upon by the Dean.

Class cancellation procedures

Should a class have to be cancelled when the University is open, the department assistant (280-2508) will be notified and a notice will be posted the night before on Blackboard. Students will be assigned work to do in pairs to replace the class. 
