NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

SPN 563
                     Feminine Voices from Latin-America and Spain                
3 cr.

This course focuses on the writings by some of the most representative female writers from Latin-America and Spain. Particular attention will be paid to women’s roles in society, the specific themes chosen and their social and political significance.  

Course Objectives

· to offer a panoramic view of Latin-American and Spanish women’s writings.

· to examine the role played by women in Latin-American and Spanish literature.

· to study the evolution of women’s roles in Hispanic literatures.

· to explore the relationship between the writings and the society of the period.

· to develop speaking, reading and writing skills by analyzing major works written by female authors.

· to become familiar with the contributions made by those authors to literature.

· to become familiar with discussing literary topics in Spanish and with the basic writing methods and conventions  required in literature.

Course Topics

1. From pioneers to contemporary literature: Evolution of women writers throughout history in Latin-America and Spain.

2. The evolution of social roles played by women in literature as seen by Latin-American and Spanish female writers.

3. The literary techniques used by female authors to construct their literary worlds.

4. The political and social roles played by female authors.

5. The relationship with other literary expressions in the same period.

Course Requirements


. Three tests – 30%


. Final exam – 20%


. One class presentation of a critical viewpoint – 15%


. A paper focused on a special research topic (5-8 pages) – 15% 


. Regular and active participation in class work – 20%

Grading Scale

A    - Excellent content, originality of thought, clarity of expression, well-structured text, mastery of language (vocabulary, grammar, spelling) (90%)

B+ - Minor defects in 1 or 2 of the above criteria (87%)

B   - Minor defects in more than  2 of the above (80%)

C+  - Easily remedied defects in 1 or 2 of the above criteria (77%)

C    - Easily remedied defects in more than 2 of the above (70%)

D   - Serious defects in 1 or 2 of the above criteria (60%)

F    - Missing assignments or exams, work incomprehensible or containing serious flaws affecting more than 2 of the criteria

Attendance Policy

Since a high level of attention, listening and speaking, and class participation are all essential to acquiring the command of a language, regular attendance, class preparation and participation are expected. Thus attendance will be taken at each class and a grade given for class work at the end of the semester (see above). Should you miss class due to illness, you will be required to turn in a doctor’s note and all missed work should be completed before the next class. Beginning with the third unexcused absence, the participation grade of 20% will be reduced by 1% for each of these absences. This can have a serious impact on the final grade.

Academic Honesty Policy

Students enrolled in courses at Creighton University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The professor will therefore be alert to any kind of cheating or plagiarism, i.e. presenting as one’s own the work of another. This includes unsigned articles on the internet, which will be closely monitored by the instructor. Proof of academic misconduct will be handled by the official rules and policies of Creighton University. Within this course, where academic misconduct has been established, a grade of 0 will be given for the assignment(s) in question, which may lead to failure in the course. Multiple cases of misconduct will be acted upon by the Dean.

Class Cancellation Procedures

Should a class have to be cancelled when the University is open, the department secretary (280-2508) will be notified and a notice will be posted the night before on Blackboard. Students will be assigned work to be done in pairs of two to replace the class. The class will resume on the next regular day of class.

