Español 555
Fall 2008 – MWF 12:30-1:20

Sección 1 (3 credits)

Humanities Center 1
Professor: Ryan Anthony Spangler

Office: #226

Office Hours: MWF 9:30-12:20, or by appointment

Phone: 402-280-3867

Email: ryanspangler@creighton.edu
http://people.creighton.edu/~rsp44124
Required Materials 

1. Packet Materials available on Blueline
2. A good Spanish/English Dictionary

Course Description: 

A study of Latin-American theater from the end of the 19th century to the present.. P: SPN 426, SPN 427, or IC.
Course Objectives: 

By the end of this course, students should be able to read, understand, and critically evaluate a Spanish American play, discuss it intelligently and thoroughly with others, and create a well-written, researched, and documented exposition defending their position, all in Spanish.
Course Topics:

· El auto (religious topics in theater)
· Theater of the Absurd
· Theater of Social Realism
Course Requirements:

· Completion of all assigned work both oral and written (late work may be accepted but with a grade penalty)

· Attendance and active in-class participation are expected and required. 
· Compositions and projects related to readings and discussion topics 
Grade Breakdown

Your grade in this class will be assessed according to the following criteria:


Participation:

15%

Theater Presentation:
15%


Term Paper:

30%

Midterm Exam:

20%


Final Exam:

20%

Participation: To acquire a complete understanding of the various genres, styles, topics, and authors of Spanish American Theater, students will be required to attend class and actively participate in the discussion throughout the course of the semester. To receive an excellent participation grade, the student needs to attend all of the classes throughout the semester, do all of the reading and homework prior to coming to class, and expect to participate willingly in the conversation. Active participation in the conversation includes being engaged in the class discussions without being called upon, and speaking and writing in Spanish. The participation grade will be assessed three times throughout the semester when the first three drafts of the Term Paper are turned in. Participation will account for 15% of the total grade.
Presentation: Students will be required to present a one-act play from the readings. The students should provide supplemental material (costumes, props, etc.) and present with limited assistance. The presentation accounts for 15% of the total grade.

Term Paper: Students will be required to complete a well-written exposition that covers a specific topic covered in class. The student should evaluate and write a critical essay concerning a work of theater read in class or approved by the professor. Each paper will be double-spaced, in 12 point Times Roman font. Each of the papers will be written exclusively in Spanish. For grading criteria of each paper, please see the “Criteria for Grading Papers”. The paper will be written in four stages as follows:

1st Draft: Two pages written with a well-developed original thesis. The paper should clearly present the ideas to be discussed in the later drafts. Included with the paper should be a detailed outline of the entire paper, including 2 references and evidence to support your thesis. The outline must be a minimum of 1 page. This draft will account for 5% of the total grade.

2nd Draft: The second draft should be a further-developed 5 page draft of the first paper. It should cite at least 4 sources and give evidence of further student research. The 2nd draft should be free of spelling, grammar and syntax errors, and show proof of extensive revisions prior to being turned in. This draft will account for 5% of the total grade.

3rd Draft: The third draft should be a polished, well-written 10 page paper that demonstrates the student’s knowledge in a specific area, their research and effort, and a command of the grammar and structure of the Spanish language. The student should cite a minimum of 6 sources in the paper. This draft will account for 10% of the total grade.

4th Draft: A finalized polished 10-12 page version of your 3rd draft that is acceptable for presenting at a conference level. This final paper will account for 10% of the total grade.
Exams: You will be given a midterm and a final examination covering the reading and writing both inside and outside of class. Both exams will be comprehensive. Both the midterm and the final exam will each account for 20% of the total grade.
Grading Criteria:

90-100 A

87-89 B+

80-86 B

77-79 C+

70-76 C

60-69 D

Below 60
F

Attendance Policy and Participation:

Students are expected to attend all classes. Any absences should be discussed with the course instructor. More than three absences will result in the student losing 1% of his/her entire grade with each additional absence. Late work may be accepted, but will include a grade penalty of 5% off of the assignment for each day it is turned in late, unless arrangements have been made with the instructor in advance.

Academic Honesty:

Any evidence of plagiarism or academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will be dealt with in accordance with the Creighton policy regarding this issue. Unless otherwise stipulated, all work turned in by the student must be his/her own. Any student found plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for that particular assignment. Please consult Creighton’s policy on Academic Honesty: http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/Students/students/html
Class cancellation policy:

Students will be notified through Blueline, and/or e-mail regarding any cancellation of classes. The Administrative Assistant of the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures will also be notified and a note placed on the classroom door.
Criteria for Grading Papers

An ‘A’ Paper:

· The thesis is fully developed and offers insight and originality.

· The essay demonstrates original and critical thinking; the arguments are persuasive and well-documented.

· Ideas presented clearly and completely. Interrelationship of various parts of the essay is clear. Excellent paragraph structure. Precise vocabulary. Correct use of footnotes and bibliographical style.

· Perfect grammar and syntax. No errors in spelling and punctuation.

A ‘B’ Paper:

· The thesis is clearly stated and sets out a claim to be argued.

· The argument demonstrates some critical thinking, with a logical flow of ideas. Good documentation.

· Ideas are fairly clear and complete. Good paragraph structure. Some good use of vocabulary. Some errors in footnotes and bibliographic style.

· A few errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling or punctuation.

A ‘C’ Paper:

· A thesis is attempted, but simply describes what the essay will cover.

· Ideas supported with evidence and/or logical reasoning. Weak documentation.

· Repetition of ideas, and weak paragraph structure. Poor or limited vocabulary. More errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation.
A ‘D’ Paper:

· A thesis is attempted, but is misleading, or imprecise.

· Lack of evidence or logical reasoning. Poor documentation.

· Content shows little understanding of subject and poor logic. Lack of structure, repetition of ideas and vocabulary. No footnotes or bibliography.

· Many errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation.

An ‘F’ Paper:

· The essay lacks a thesis or the thesis does not reflect the assignment.

· No argument given and inadequate documentation.

· Mainly a summary of the work of others. No originality or critical thinking. 

· Many errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation. Text is unintelligible.

Schedule of Coursework

Week 1

	
	
	

	W 8/26
	1
	Syllabus, expectations, introduction

	F   8/28
	2
	Understanding Theater – How to read a play – Blueline 1


Week 2

	M 8/31
	3
	Estrategias Teatrales, Tipos de drama, Esquemas, Terminología – Blueline 2

	W 9/2
	4
	Buenaventura, Enrique “A la diestra de Dios Padre” – Blueline 3

	F   9/4
	5
	Buenaventura, Enrique “A la diestra de Dios Padre”


Week 3

	M 9/7
	
	NO CLASS

	W 9/9
	6
	Solórzano, Carlos “Los fantoches” – Blueline 4

	F 9/11
	7
	Garro, Elena “Un hogar sólido” – Blueline 5


Week 4

	M 9/14
	8
	Solórzano, Carlos “Las manos de Dios” – Blueline 6

	W 9/16
	9
	Solórzano, Carlos “Las manos de Dios” 

	F 9/18
	10
	Solórzano, Carlos “Las manos de Dios” 


Week 5

	M 9/21
	11
	Díaz, Jorge “El génesis fue mañana” – Blueline 7

	W 9/23
	12
	Triana, José “El general hablará de teogonía” – Blueline 8

	F 9/25
	13
	Triana, José “El general hablará de teogonía”       Turn in 1st Draft of Term Paper


Week 6

	M 9/28
	14
	Dragún, Osvaldo “Historias para ser contadas” – Blueline 9

	W 9/30
	15
	Dragún, Osvaldo “Historias para ser contadas”

	F 10/2
	16
	Dragún, Osvaldo “Historias para ser contadas”  


Week 7

	M 10/5
	17
	Dragún, Osvaldo “Historias para ser contadas”

	W 10/7
	18
	Díaz, Jorge “El cepillo de dientes” – Blueline 10

	F 10/9
	19
	Díaz, Jorge “El cepillo de dientes” 


Week 8

	M 10/12
	20
	Disla, Reynaldo “Un comercial para Máximo Gómez” – Blueline 11

	W 10/14
	21
	Midterm Review

	F 10/16
	22
	Midterm


Week 9

	M 10/19
	
	Fall Break – NO SCHOOL

	W 10/21
	
	Fall Break – NO SCHOOL

	F 10/23
	
	Fall Break – NO SCHOOL


Week 10

	M 10/26
	23
	Gambaro, Griselda “Los siameses” – Blueline 12

	W 10/28
	24
	Gambaro, Griselda “Los siameses”

	F 10/30
	25
	ICTUS – “La mar estaba serena” – Blueline 13    Turn in 2nd Draft of Term Paper


Week 11

	M 11/2
	26
	Serulle, Haffe “La danza de Mingó” – Blueline 14

	W 11/4
	27
	Serulle, Haffe “La danza de Mingó”

	F 11/6
	28
	Serulle, Haffe “La danza de Mingó”


Week 12

	M 11/9
	29
	Carballido, Emilio “El censo” – Blueline 15

	W 11/11
	30
	Marqués, René “Los soles truncos” – Blueline 16

	F 11/13
	31
	Marqués, René “Los soles truncos”


Week 13

	M 11/16
	32
	Arriví, Francisco “Vejigantes” – Blueline 17

	W 11/18
	33
	Arriví, Francisco “Vejigantes”

	F 11/20
	34
	Arriví, Francisco “Vejigantes”                                 Turn in 3rd Draft of Term Paper


Week 14

	M 11/23
	35
	Estreno de teatro

	W 11/25
	
	Thanksgiving Holiday – NO SCHOOL

	F 11/27
	
	Thanksgiving Holiday – NO SCHOOL


Week 15

	M 11/30
	36
	Usigli, Rodolfo “Corona de sombra” – Blueline 18

	W 12/2
	37
	Usigli, Rodolfo “Corona de sombra”

	F 12/4
	38
	Usigli, Rodolfo “Corona de sombra”                        


Week 16

	M 12/7
	39
	Theater Presentations

	W 12/9
	40
	Theater Presentations

	F   12/11
	41
	Final Exam Review


EXAMEN FINAL: December 16, 2009 8:30 a.m.
FINAL DRAFT OF ESSAY: December 16, 2009 5:00 p.m.
