New Course Proposal for Spring 2008
SPN 402


Advanced Spanish Translation    


3 cr.

Through an intensive study of techniques behind the exercise of translation, students will learn how to recognize and adapt the socio-linguistic parameters of Spanish and English to the context and the needs of the translation. Focused on the translation of short texts: literature, media, technical, medical or diplomatic, contemporary situations.
Course Objectives
· to give students the opportunity to develop skills in translation

· to understand the cultural implications behind a text or a situation

· to expose students to a significant variety of styles and techniques

· to motivate students to understand Spanish in its socio-linguistic reality

· to educate students to the cultural variations in Spanish and English

· to envision translation as a tool they can use at various professional levels

· to familiarize students with the linguistic diversity of the Hispanic world

Course Topics

1. The common mistakes of word-by-word translation

2. The situations when translation is needed

3. Understanding the context behind the exercise of translation

4. The political, cultural and social parameters of a text before translating it

5. The balance between grammar, signs and meaning in translation
6. The literary translations (poetry, fiction, and cinema)

7. Translation in the media and in mass communication

8. Professional translation in medicine and law

Course Requirements


.  Regular and active participation in class translation workshops – 20%


.  A term translation project involving research and service – 30%


.  One in-class presentation of a group translation – 15%

.  A midterm examination on translation techniques and theories – 15%

.  A final examination of oral translation in situation – 20%

Grading Scale
A     - Excellent content, originality of thought, clarity of expression, well-structured text, mastery of language (vocabulary, grammar, spelling)  (90%)

B+   -Minor defects in 1 or 2 of the above criteria  (87%)

B     -Minor defects in more than 2 of the above  (80%)

C+   -Easily remedied defects in 1 or 2 of the above  (77%)
C     -Easily remedied defects in more than 2 of the above (70%)

D     -Serious defects in 1 or 2 of the above criteria  (60%)

F     -Missing assignments or exams, work incomprehensible or containing serious flaws affecting more than 2 of the criteria

Attendance Policy
Since a high level of attention, listening and speaking, and class participation are all essential to acquiring the command of a language, regular attendance; class preparation and participation are expected. Thus attendance will be taken at each class and a grade given for class work at the end of the semester (see above). Should you miss class due to illness, you will be required to turn in a doctor’s note and all missed work should be completed before the next class. Beginning with the third unexcused absence, the participation grade of 20% will be reduced by 1% for each of these absences. This can have a serious impact on the final grade.

Academic Honesty Policy
Students enrolled in courses at Creighton University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The professor will therefore be alert to any kind of cheating or plagiarism, i.e. presenting as one’s own the work of another. This includes unsigned articles on the internet, which will be closely monitored by the instructor. Proof of academic misconduct will be handled by the official rules and policies of Creighton University. Within this course, where academic misconduct has been established, a grade of 0 will be given for the assignment(s) in question, which may lead to failure in the course. Multiple cases of misconduct will be acted upon by the Dean.
Class Cancellation Procedures
Should a class have to be cancelled when the University is open, the department secretary (280-2508) will be notified and a notice will be posted the night before on Blackboard. Students will be assigned work to be done in pairs of two to replace the class. The class will resume on the next regular day of class.
