Syllabus for Spanish 401
Advanced Spanish Conversation and Composition

Course Description: 

An intense conversation and composition course designed to refine oral production and comprehension in Spanish, while developing advanced reading and writing skills in the target language. Prerequisite: Spanish 311 and Spanish 312.
Course Objectives: 

By the end of this course, students should be able to read and evaluate a scholarly piece of writing, discuss it intelligently and thoroughly with others, and create a well-written, researched, and documented exposition defending their position in Spanish.
Course Topics:

· Reading – Current events, Hispanic culture, Latino influence in the United States, U.S.-Hispanic relations, literature, art, religion
· Conversation – Discussions regarding the readings
· Writing – Thesis development, pre-writing practices, paper organization, research, draft development in conjunction with the readings and conversation
· General grammar review necessary for effective writing and speaking

Course Requirements:

· Completion of all assigned work both oral and written (late work may be accepted but with a grade penalty)

· Attendance and active in-class participation are expected and required
· Compositions and projects related to readings and discussion topics 
Grading Criteria:

90-100 A

87-89 B+

80-86 B

77-79 C+

70-76 C

60-69 D

Below 60
F

Attendance Policy and Participation:

Students are expected to attend all classes. Any absences should be discussed with the course instructor. More than three absences may bring about a lowering of one’s grade—depending upon the instructor. Late work may be accepted, but usually with a grade penalty unless arrangements have been made with the instructor in advance.

Academic Honesty:

Any evidence of plagiarism or academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will be dealt with in accordance with the Creighton policy regarding this issue. Unless otherwise stipulated, all work turned in by the student must be his/her own. Any student found plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for that particular assignment. Please consult Creighton’s policy on Academic Honesty: http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/Students/students/html
Class cancellation policy:

Students will be notified through Blackboard, Blueline, and/or e-mail regarding any cancellation of classes. The Administrative Assistant of the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures will also be notified and a note placed on the classroom door.
