NEW COURSE PROPOSAL FOR FALL 10

ITALIAN 572

 Italian Cinema


03 cr.

This course focuses on the representation of Italian culture (history, politics, and society) through the cinematic eye. Itwill introduce the work of some Italian film directors in order to discuss the social function of cinema in Italy, and aims to investigate changes in Italian society from the pre-war period (1930-1943) to the present. Phenomena such as changes in the structure of the traditional family, industrialisation, consumerism, the North-South divide, and social and political unrest will be discussed. Finally this course has the objective of helping students to develope their critical skills through the viewing and discussing of selected films. 

Students will screen, discuss and write on a selection of films produced in the last sixty years of Italian filmmaking. P: One 300-level ITA course or IC.

Course objectives:


1. To learn about Italian history, politics, and society by screening selected Italian films. 


2. To learn about specific movements, trends, and genres of Italian cinema and works by 
major Italian directors.


3. To provide students with the technical vocabulary required to discuss cinematic works. 


4. To help students develop their critical skills through the viewing of selected films.   
Course topics:

Italian culture through the cinematic eye. Changes in Italian society from 1940 through 
the beginning of the new millenium. Historical periods: Italian society during the Fascist 
era (1935-1940); the Neorealism period (1950); the ‘commedia italiana’ and ‘cinema   
impegnato’ (1965-1980); the retelling of history and l’ ‘Italia berlusconiana’ (1995-
2008).


Major Italian directors (Visconti, Fellini, Antonioni, Rosi, Taviani, Salvatores….). 

Course Requirements


- Regular and active participation in class



10%


- Four essays related to specific issues presented in films 


   viewed in class or independently. 5 pages per draft 


   (one revision per paper). 


   (Sept. 10; Oct. 1; Oct. 26; Nov.5; Dec. 3)



50%


- Midterm (October 15)





15%


- Final








15%


- Oral presentation






10%
Grading Scale


90 - 100 = A


87 - 90   = B+


80 – 86  = B


77 – 79  = C+


70 – 76  = C


60 – 69  = D


59 and under = F
 Attendance Policy


Attendance is taken daily. Class attendance is expected every class day without fail. After three (3) unexcused absences 2 points are deducted from the final grade for every additional absence. An excused absence is one in which the student provides documentation of proof  of  illness, death in the family, extracurricular activity representing the university or job interview for seniors. 

Academic Honesty Policy

Students enrolled in courses at Creighton University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The professor will therefore be alert to any kind of cheating or plagiarism, i.e. presenting as one’s own the work of another. This includes the use of any electronic device, software, or internet translator. Proof of academic misconduct will be handled by the official rules and policies of Creighton and could lead not only to a 0 being given for an assignment, but to failure of a course. Read Creighton policy regarding this at: http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/Students/students.html

Class Cancellation Policy

Students will be notified through Blueline, and/or email regarding any cancellation of classes. The Administrative Assistant (280 2508) of the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures will also be notified and a note placed on the classroom door. 

