FRN 599

Senior Seminar in French and Francophone Studies         Spring 2010
Professor Lucille Roy-Hewitson
Course Description
A senior captstone course on French and Francophone studies. This course will integrate knowledge and skills acquired within the major. All language skills are refined, as depth and nuance are added to the understanding of French and Francophone literatures and cultures. Students will submit an individual research project and a reflective essay examining how their project serves as the culmination of their French Studies.

Course Objectives
· to do in-depth analyses of French literary works

· to summarize what has been learned from studies in the French major

· to do a clear and effective oral presentation of about 10 minutes in duration

· to write a coherent and original research paper on a contemporary French or francophone novel according to MLL standards and the norms of the French language

Course Topics

Although students will be able to define their individual research projects according to their personal interests in the field, the course itself will focus on the contemporary novel in French and Francophone literatures. In addition, students will write a personal, reflective essay on their French and Francophone Studies major as a whole.
Course Requirements
Students are required to actively participate in all classes, to prepare these classes well, and to successfully complete all assigned work, oral or written. They must also meet with the professor on an individual basis, whenever required, for the purpose of  revision of written assignments.
1) Research Paper/Project. Each student will write a coherent research paper on a contemporary novel selected from the fields of French or Francophone Literatures. This paper of 10-12 pages will be composed of a title page, an introduction, a body, a conclusion, references, and a bibliography. It must develop an original thesis, with supporting quotations and explanatory notes. There will be 2 revisions of the paper in one-on-one sessions with the instructor before the submission of the final draft.
2) Reflective Essay. This essay will allow the students to reflect, through peer review, on the process of writing,  while exchanging their personal views of the knowledge acquired in the field of French and Francophone cultures. The text, of approximately 3 pages, will undergo 1 revision before final submission.
Grading Criteria
Active Participation  -   20%

Oral Presentation      -   20%

Reflective Essay       -   30% (1st draft – 15 / 2nd draft – 15)

Term Paper
          -   30% (1st draft – 10 / 2nd draft – 10 / 3rd draft – 10%)
A = 90-100 / B+ = 87-89 / B = 80-86 / C+ = 77-79 / C = 70-76 / D = 60-69 / F = 0-59

Criteria for Grading Written Assignments

An ‘A’ Paper:

· A fully developed thesis offering insight and originality.
· Essay demonstrates original and critical thinking; arguments are persuasive and well-documented.
· Ideas presented clearly and completely. Interrelationship of various parts of the essay is clear. Excellent paragraph structure. Precise vocabulary. Correct use of footnotes and bibliographical style.

· Perfect grammar and syntax. No errors in spelling and punctuation.

A ‘B’ Paper:

· Thesis is clearly stated and sets out a claim to be argued.

· Argument demonstrates some critical thinking, with a logical flow of ideas.

      Good documentation.

· Ideas are fairly clear and complete. Good paragraph structure. Some good use of vocabulary. Some errors in footnotes and bibliographical style.

· A few errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation.


A ‘C’ Paper:

· Thesis is attempted, but simply describes what the essay will cover.
· Ideas supported with evidence and / or logical reasoning. Weak documentation.

· Repetition of ideas, and weak paragraph structure. Poor or limited vocabulary.

· More errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation.


A ‘D’ Paper:

· Thesis is attempted, but is misleading or imprecise.

· Lack of evidence or logical reasoning. Poor documentation.

· Content shows little understanding of subject and poor logic. Lack of structure, repetition of ideas and vocabulary. No footnotes or bibliography.

· Many errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation.

A ‘F’ Paper:
· Essay lacks a thesis does not reflect the assignment.
· No argument given and inadequate documentation.
· Mainly a summary of the work of others. No originality or critical thinking.
· Many errors in the grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation. Text is unintelligible.
Attendance Policy
Active participation in this course is essential for success. After 2 unexcused absences, students will lose 1% for each subsequent absence. Moreover, the student is reponsible for any missed work during an absence, to be submitted upon return.

Academic Honesty Statement
Students enrolled in courses at Creighton University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The professor will therefore be alert to any kind of cheating or plagiarism, i.e. using as one’s own the work of another. Academic misconduct will be handled by the official rules and policies of the University. In this course, where academic misconduct has been established, a grade of 0 will be given for the assignment or test in question, which may lead to failure in the course. Multiple cases of misconduct will be acted upon by the Dean.
Class Cancellation Procedures
Should a class have to be cancelled when the University is open, the department assistant (280-2508) will be notified and a notice will be posted on BlueLine. The course will resume on the next regular day of class.

Schedule of Classes
Week 1

	
	
	

	W      1/13
	Course Introduction
	

	F        1/15
	
	


Week 2
	M       1/18
	
	

	W       1/20
	
	

	F         1/22
	
	


Week 3
	M       1/25
	
	Essay due : draft

	W       1/27
	
	

	F        1/29
	
	


Week 4

	M        2/1
	
	

	W        2/3
	
	

	F         2/4
	
	


Week 5

	M       2/8
	
	Essay due / final version

	W       2/10
	
	

	F        2/12
	
	


Week 6
	M       2/15
	
	

	W       2/17
	
	

	F        2/19
	
	


Week 7
	M      2/22
	
	Term Paper due / 1st draft

	W      2/24
	
	

	F        2/26 
	
	


Week 8

	M      3/1
	
	

	W      3/3
	
	

	F       3/5
	
	


Week 9

	M       3/8
	Spring Break
	  Spring Break

	W       3/10
	Spring Break
	  Spring Break

	F        3/12
	Spring Break
	  Spring Break


Week 10

	M       3/15
	
	Term Paper due / 2nd draft

	W       3/17
	
	

	F        3/19
	
	


Week 11
	M       3/22
	
	

	W      3/24
	
	

	F        3/26
	
	


Week 12

	M      3/29
	
	

	W      3/31
	
	

	F        4/2
	Easter Break
	Easter Break


Week 13

	M      4/5
	Easter Break
	Easter Break

	W      4/7
	
	Term Paper due / final version

	F        4/9
	
	


Week 14

	M       4/12
	
	Oral Presentations

	W       4/14
	
	Oral Presentations

	F         4/16
	
	Oral Presentations


Week 15

	M       4/19
	
	Oral Presentations

	W       4/21
	
	Oral Presentations

	F         4/23
	
	Assessment


Week 16
	M       4/26
	
	Assessment

	W       4/28
	
	Assessment

	F         4/30
	
	Assessment


