FRN 398


Francophone African Literature
SYLLABUS

Course Description

A survey of major works by writers from Francophone Subsaharian Africa, from the forties to the present. The course examines some representative “classics”, such as Léopold Senghor, Birago Diop, Camara Laye, Bernard Dadié, Cheik Kane, Ferdinand Oyono, etc., as well as contemporary writers: Mariama Bâ, Calixte Beyala, etc. 
Course Objectives
Major aims of this course include skilling students in a more extensive and critical explo-ration of the concept and achievements of the Francophonie, studying social and cultural transformations of Francophone Africa, widening the students’ knowledge of French and Francophone Literature and Civilization/Culture, and training students in reading, writing and speaking French at an advanced level.

Course Topics
· relationship between history/society and literature
· tradition and modernity
· colonization and decolonization
· social and cultural transformations of modern societies
· alienation, national and racial identity
· ideologies: nationalism, panafricanism
· the condition of women, feminism and sexism
Course Requirements
· reading of assigned works
· oral presentations and participation in discussions

· journal entries – personal responses to readings and discussions

· out-of-class activity report

· term paper

Grading Criteria

Quizzes/Tests



25 %

Journals (4)



20%


Out of class Activity Report

10%


Term-Paper



15%


Mid-Term Exam/ Final Exam

20%


Active Participation


10%

Letter grading will apply, where A = 90-100, B+ = 86-89, B = 80-85, C+ = 76-79, C = 70-75, D = 60-69, F = 59 and below.

Attendance Policy
Students are expected to attend all sessions. Excessive absences and frequent tardiness will be sanctioned. Only a limited number of justified absences will be accepted; in such cases, students must contact the instructor immediately before or after the absence. Make-up quizzes and tests will only be administered in the case of justified absences.
Academic Honesty
The specific rules regarding academic honesty of Creighton University will be applied (see Bulletin). Cheating, plagiarism, and collusion constitute major offenses and will be severely sanctioned. In the first instance, the student or students involved will receive a grade of “0” for the assignment, whereas repeated cases of academic dishonesty will be dealt with by the Dean.
Class Cancellation Policy
All class cancellations will be announced in advance to the students via e-mail and to the Department Administrative Assistant (2508), who will post a note on the classroom door on the morning of the absence.
