Italian Diction for Singers and Performers

Music 267

Instructor: Dr. Lucinda Sloan

Email: lucinda.sloan@gmail.com
Telephone: 402.720.2324

Office: Lied 

Class Time: M/W 1:30 to 2:45

Pre-requisites:  Successful completion of MUS 266:  English and Ecclesiastical Latin for Singers and Performers.  Must be currently taking or have taken on semester of applied voice

Required Textbooks

An Italian Dictionary

28 Songs and Arias of the 17th and 18th Century, Schirmer Ed.

English Songs from the Renaissance to the Baroque, Hal Leonard Publisher

Gateway to Italian Diction by Glen Paton, Alfred Music Publisher

A Handbook of Diction for Singers, David Adams ISBN 0-19-512077-9

Course Description

This course provides the voice student the skills needed to sing in Italian.  Basic phonetic guidelines will be taught with the use of IPA. It will also give the students a rudimentary understanding of the Italian language in order to translate and thus interpret the vocal literature.  The students will learn to transcribe, translate, recite and perform pieces in Italian with the ultimate goal of being able to communicate expressively through singing.  Students will also become acquainted with standard Italian vocal literature through performance and listening.

Course Objectives

1. Rudimentary knowledge of Italian

2. Ability to translate Italian songs and arias 

3. Learn to use IPA correctly and to transcribe 

4. Ability to recite and sing Italian songs and arias with and without IPA symbols

5. Increase knowledge of standard  Italian vocal literature and opera

6. To know source materials for the language

7. To improve listening skills

Course Outline
Week One, Jan. 14


Introduction to the class


Review of IPA


Listening


Singing

1/19

Have read pages 1 – 18 in Adams: A Handbook of Diction for Singers
Begin to transcribe IPA of vowels into assigned song

Listening to the song, comparing diction

1/21

Open and closed e and o, pages 54-65

Recite the text of the song, using IPA symbols (emphasis on vowels)

Begin to translate the song

1/26

Turn in IPA and translation of song

Recite and sing the song (emphasis on vowels)
Basic Italian grammar

Have read pages 19-33 in Adams

Begin preparing a song of your choice

1/28

Listening

Turn in IPA of new song
Begin to translate the song

2/2

Recite text of song (emphasis on both vowels and consonants)

Turn in translation of song

Have read pages 33-43

2/4

Be able to sing first half of song
Listening

2/9

Have read pages 43-53

Listening

2/16

Be able to recite and sing entire song
2/18

Listening

Work on another Italian song

Transcribe vowels into IPA

Write a paraphrase of the text

Be able to read the text with expression and fluency

2/23

Sing Italian song 

Begin new Italian song

2/25

Turn in IPA and Translation of Italian song

Recite text 
3/2

Using your text do an IPA of a new song in class and recite it in class

3/4

Using your text do an IPA of a recitative and recite it in class
Break 


3/16

Reading in Italian

3/18

Prepare a poem in Italian without using IPA and recite in class
Bring a copy of the poem for the class

Begin preparing another Italian song 
3/23

Listening

Italian opera

3/25

Prepare a poem in Italian without using IPA and recite in class
Bring a copy of the poem for the class
Listening

3/30

Turn in IPA and Translation of new song
Recite the text in class fluently

Begin an aria

4/1

Recite the text of your aria

Discuss the meaning of the text

Bring a recording of the song to class and discuss the performance
4/6

Recite the text of an Italian song or aria

Discuss the meaning of the text

Bring a recording of the song or aria to class and discuss the performance

4/8
Review of the rules

Practice test

4/15

Over the break work on an Italian song doing the IPA and translation

In class discuss how you decided on the correct pronunciation and what the poem means and be able to translation each word when asked

4/20 

Practice test

4/22

Test

4/27 and 4/29

Final singing test

Assigned times

You will sing a song, recite the text, and translate it

You will have prepared this in advance

Grading

All daily work is graded and counts 50% of your grade

The test on 4/22 is 25%

Final Singing test is 25%

A=91-100%, B+=88-90%, B=81-87%, C+= 78-80%, C=70-77%, D=60-69%, F=60% and below

Statement on Academic Honesty
In keeping with the mission of Creighton University, academic honesty is expected of students in this course.  “Academic or academic-related misconduct includes . . . unauthorized collaboration or us of external information during examinations; plagiarizing or representing another’s ideas as one’s own; furnishing false academic information to the University, falsely obtaining, distributing, using or receiving test materials, . . . obtaining or gaining unauthorized access to examinations or academic research,”.  (Creighton University Bulletin)  You must report misconduct to the University at the Dean’s Office.  Any violation may result in a dramatic lowering of the course grade or failure.

Attendance 

Because the vast majority of the work is done in class you are expected to attend all classes.  NO LATE WORK will be accepted.  Only under extreme circumstances will I allow work to be submitted late and this must be discussed with me personally.  Also, in case of inclement weather, I will email you to let you know that I cannot come to the University.  If I am ill, I will email you to let you know that I canceled the class. 
