Opera Survey
MUS 1xx
Instructor: TBA

Required Textbooks:  Specified librettos/scores dependent upon Opera Omaha scheduling.  TBA.

Course Description
The course will survey the important opera productions in the past 300 years.  The course  and social themes which are interpreted and enhanced through the music.  Some study will include the language of music in particular, i.e. melody, harmony, rhythm and the composer’s use of these elements in creating a dramatic representation on stage. 


Course Objective: To introduce students to opera in a manner enabling them to appreciate progressively more complex and challenging forms of this genre of musical theatre.

Course Topics 

1.  This course is designed to explore the world of opera with related topics and issues included through a variety of disciplinary perspectives including history, literature and video.  Students will be challenged to assimilate these topics in order to construct their own view of the world. 

2. The students will understand the language of music through studying the
elements of melody, harmony, rhythm and tone color.

3.  The students will study, discuss and write about the elements of music and how they are applied by opera composers in creating the scores that assist in the story telling.

4. Students will study opera composers and their contributions to the genre.

5. Students will access and become familiar with a variety of information sources including readings, DVD viewing, sound recordings, reviews, and other sources available in the library and on the internet.

6. Students will develop their skills in the area of writing, listening and viewing
while participating in ongoing class discussions.

7. Students will be able to define what makes a good opera through the
study, research, reading, viewing and discussions in class.




Course Requirements

Mid Term and Final Project:
Each student will research a major opera composer, a representative operatic work and write a paper of at least five pages in length at midterm.  An oral presentation will be given in class based upon the paper. 

The final project will be a ten-page paper discussing a selected opera in its entirety.  An oral presentation will also be given in class on the written paper.  The student will be responsible for a musical analysis of the opera  - how the music reflects and/or enhances the characters, actions/events and the emotional impact of the work.  The paper will also address the importance and influence of the particular opera in advancing the genre and the importance and influence of the particular composer.  Guidelines for the research papers will be handed out on a separate sheet.  Rough drafts will be submitted and commented
upon by the instructor before the final draft is submitted.

Opera Attendance:	
Every effort will be given for the class to attend a production of Opera Omaha depending up scheduling.

Grading
Grades are based upon attendance(20%), class participation(20%), mid-term(25%) and final exams(35%). 
93-100% = A
90-92 = A-
87-89 = B+
83-86 = B
80-82 =B-
77-79 =C+
73-76 = C
70-72 = C-
60-69 = D
<60 = F


Attendance Policy:
	Class attendance is extremely important as in-class music listening and discussion
must be experienced rather than just read about.   Therefore, only two absences are allowed (excused or unexcused.)  After three absences the letter grade will be dropped one point for each successive absence.  After four absences the grade of AF may be assigned and the Dean’s office notified.  





Academic Honesty
	All courses in the Fine and Performing Arts Department adhere to the University 	policy on academic honesty.
	
	Evidence of plagiarism may result in a failure on the project and failure in the 	course.

Class Cancellation
In the event of a class cancellation, students will receive an e-mail prior to the start of class.  

