Senior Research in Communication Studies
Communication Studies: COM 497
Instructor:


Phone:
 

Email:
 

Office:

Office Hours:

Class Hours:


Departmental Mission: Based on Jesuit traditions, the Department of Communication Studies recognizes that communication competence is an integral component of an undergraduate Liberal Arts education. Therefore, we prepare students to reach their potential as citizen-scholars through the individual development of communication competence at both the theoretical and applied levels.  To do this, we provide a scholarly environment that includes participative learning, encourages critical thinking, embraces diversity, and promotes social consciousness. We have four overall goals for “graduates upon graduation,” including that students can: (a) articulate knowledge of communication studies and its multiple subdisciplines, (b) exhibit proficiency in conducing communication research, (c) skillfully enact communicative practice (i.e., communicate), and (d) emerge as liberally educated, whole people in concert with the Jesuit educational tradition.
	Communication . . . 

	
	. . . constructing reality
	

	
	. . . creating connections
	

	
	. . . engaging community
	

	
	. . . enabling change
	

	. . . serving the greater good.




Required Readings:


Course Packet for Methods Modules, History of the Discipline, and Exemplar Articles for Review
Recommended Resource:  

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th Ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Course Description and Objectives
Proposed Description: 

This course reinforces students’ knowledge of the communication research process by reviewing the methodological alternatives in the field, introducing students to exemplary scholarship in communication studies, and by guiding students through the completion of original research projects.
This course meets the requirements for a certified writing course.

At the end of this course, you will be able to:

· Provide effective oral and written feedback of others work at various stages of the research process. 

· Demonstrate skills essential for conducting research, including argument/warrant construction, research design, data analysis, writing, etc. 

· Conceptualize, design, execute, and interpret original communication research from at least one methodological perspective

· Communicate original communication research, both (a) orally and (b) in writing using correct APA style

Assignments
1. Senior Research Project: The major assignment is this course is a full research project. To complete the project, you will need to turn in work at several phases, including:
· Project Proposal (including warrant, literature review, and proposed method)
· Survey and/or Interview protocol (if necessary)
· IRB Submission (if necessary)
· Preliminary Data Analysis Report
· Rough Draft of Final Paper (for peer review)
· Formal Research Presentation to Department Audience
· Final Paper
You will receive more information about each of these stages, including how you will be graded, throughout the semester. 

2. Article/Peer Reviews: An important part of the scholarly writing process is being able to review others’ work (and learn from that process as well).  For this portion of your grade, we will spend time in class discussing how to critique articles from the Communication Studies field. You will then be required to complete one article review as if you were a reviewer for a communication journal.  Additionally, you will use this knowledge to do reviews of your peers’ proposals, method design, and final paper. This written work will be turned in and graded on the quality of your feedback and depth of your review. 
3. Participation/Application Activities: I consider (a) being prepared for class and (b) participating in class to be very important to your learning. Therefore, in this course, I will work from the assumption that you have read the reading assignment prior to coming to class. In order to assure that everyone is prepared and ready to participate, there will be some form of activity (and sometimes multiple activities) for most class sessions. These activities may be in the form of out-of class writings/worksheets, in-class activities, response papers or, if needed, short reading quizzes. For example, I expect you to be prepared and participate in the Methods Module Meetings, in the Data Analysis sessions with your peers, etc.  While it is your responsibility to complete your own project, you are also expected to be an active and helpful participant in your peers’ work.
Activities will vary in how they are graded based on the difficulty of the assignment and whether it was completed in or out of class.
My attendance policy is embedded within application activity points, because you must be present to earn credit for any activity.* Thus, if you miss class but bring me an activity, you WILL NOT receive credit; activities cannot be made up if you miss class or miss it due to tardiness. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL INFORMATION AND ASSIGNMENTS PRESENTED IN CLASS WHETHER YOU ARE PRESENT OR NOT. Regarding this policy, there may be exceptions at my discretion for absences. However, you must personally discuss it with me, at the time it becomes a problem, with documentation of the situation (which may be verified). 

If the absence is related to extreme circumstances (family emergencies, hospitalization), you should follow the procedures of the College of Arts and Sciences for notifying faculty. 

Additionally, I will grade participation on the 5 point scale described on pg. 5 (and more fully on participation assessment form provided later) on random days throughout the semester.  I will average these scores and this will also be part of the Application Activity and Participation Points portion of your grade.  Points will be awarded for quality and depth of discussion rather than amount of “talk time.”  Additionally, I expect you to come to class with at least one clarification or discussion question. While I will not necessarily take up the questions, if discussion is lacking, I may call on you to provide a discussion question.  It should not be assumed that attending class will result in a satisfactory participation grade

*Note on University activities: University activities require documentation of the activity from the advisor/coach of the event, prior to the absence. You will not be penalized for missed in-class activities due to university activities, but only based upon a note from the advisor/coach as to the days you will be absent from class due to travel AND making up the activity.

*Note to the curriculum committee: This is an overall or “common” syllabus. The Department of Communication Studies has agreed on having these categories of assignments. However, how an individual instructor asks students to write a rhetorical analysis may differ.
Course Policies and Guidelines for Success

1. Attendance will not be taken in this course, but activity points are earned in class. See Application Activities above for a detailed description of issues concerning attendance.
2. Cancelled Class: If class needs to be cancelled, I will send an email to your Creighton email address and a note will be posted in the classroom.
3. Learning Needs: If you have a disability which needs attention, please visit with me and we will work out accommodations.
4. Assignments are due on the date and at the time assigned.  I expect all out of class writing assignments to be typed (unless I indicate otherwise).  Work is late as soon as I have finished collecting the papers. This policy is enforced to be equitable to all class members. Points will be deducted for late work.  Late assignments in this class will result in a 10% loss every 24 hours the assignment is late (including weekends).  Computer or printer problems do not constitute an excuse for late or incomplete work. If you have other emergencies, contact me as soon as possible. I am more than willing to read through and answer questions about early drafts of papers but will not be able to provide adequate assistance within 24 hours of a paper being due. 
5. Academic Misconduct: You are expected to abide by general University rules and regulations.  Academic dishonesty of any type will not be tolerated. Plagiarism, cheating and other acts of academic misconduct, will result in, at a minimum, a failing grade for that assignment, at an intermediate level, a drop of a letter in your final course grade, and at my discretion, a failing grade for the entire course. For further details, consult the new policy in Arts & Sciences at http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm
To help preserve academic integrity, the Student Senate drafter an Integrity Code in 2003 and asked the College to endorse it and promote its use by our faculty through an Integrity Pledge.  The Code and Pledge exists to remind you of your responsibilities to (a) work as hard as you can, (b) learn as much as you can, and always (c) ensure that the work you submit is your own (or that those portions of it that have been based on outside sources are appropriately acknowledged).  

In keeping with this policy drafted by your peers, I will from time to time present the pledge for your signature on tests and ask you to include it with your signature on writing assignments you submit.  The intent of the pledge is not to act heavy-handedly, but rather to serve as a regular reminder of Creighton University’s commitment to the very highest standards of integrity—not only academic but personal.  The pledge reads as follows: In keeping with Creighton University’s ideals and with the Academic Integrity Code adopted by the College of Arts & Sciences, I pledge that this work is my own and that I have neither given nor received inappropriate assistance in preparing it. 

No one wants to see you have these kinds of problems with your work, so please start assignments early and seek help when you need it.  
6. Working with Me: I am more than willing to help you with your learning process any time I can, which includes visiting me during office hours, setting up appointments outside of class, and responding to your calls and emails promptly. If you ever have questions about course content, assignments, or your standing in the course, contact me as soon as possible. I am fairly flexible and understanding before assignments are due, but I am less so after the fact. If you come to me after an assignment is due or at the end of the semester, there is little I can do to assist you with points or assignments you have missed earlier in the semester. In other words, barring a mistake on my part, I do not change grades after the fact.
7. Classroom Environment:  I prefer to have an open and relaxed classroom. I believe learning should be cooperative and enjoyable, which requires full participation from each of us in the classroom. I also welcome feedback to aid in this cooperative learning process. While I prefer an informal classroom, I maintain high expectations regarding student work.  I expect everyone to contribute to the classroom environment and share and critique ideas (rather than individuals) openly.   We will maintain a harassment-free classroom.  This means that any profane or inappropriate ethnic, gender, racial or lifestyle related comments or behaviors are prohibited.  Any student who violates this policy will be asked to leave the classroom.
Grading in COM 497

The following will be used as an overall guide for your written work. Grading sheets with specific rubrics upon which I will grade will be distributed via BlueLine. This class fulfills the requirements of a certified writing course, which means there is revision of your writing built into the assignments. 

The poor or unacceptable paper (“F”) would be characterized by:

· lack of clear focus or purpose.

· lack of support/specific content; examples are severely lacking.

· lack of relevant information acquired from outside sources when required 

· lack of conformity with paper requirements and conventional manuscript style.

· plagiarized or stolen material.

· incoherent sentences and unorganized paragraphs; the reader says, “what?”

· severe lack of professionalism in writing; undue amount of grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 

· references that are missing/incorrect/incomplete/inappropriately cited. 

The below average paper (“D”) would be characterized by:

· clear focus but unclear organization of intro, body, and conclusion.

· inadequate integration, support, analysis, and/or evaluation.

· negligible relevant information acquired from outside from sources when required. 

· inappropriate method of written expression.

· poorly constructed sentences and paragraphs that the reader finds hard to decipher.

· lack of professionalism in writing; many grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 

· references that are incomplete and incorrect.

The average paper (“C/C+”) would be characterized by:

· clear specific purpose that is adequately supported with relevant developmental materials.

· clear central idea that achieves specific purpose.

· clear intro, body, and conclusion.

· appropriate word choice and grammar.

· some synthesis of ideas, original analysis, and evaluation.

· a few sentences that are awkwardly structured and an occasional unorganized paragraph.

· some grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 

· minimally appropriate referencing (as per 5th Edition APA style manual).

The above average paper (“B/B+”) would be characterized by (in addition to the average paper):

· relevance of content to the internship class.

· clear development of all components of intro, body, and conclusion.

· organized with clear internal structure (within main points).

· clear analysis and evaluation which includes personal reflection.

· most sentences and paragraphs are well constructed. 

· occasional grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 

· appropriate references (as per 5th Edition APA style manual).

The excellent paper (“A”) would be characterized by (in addition to the above average paper):

· clear personalization of paper to the writer.

· clearly and accurately identify any referenced material.

· personal insights that are relevant and well thought out.

· well-supported conclusions and implications.

· almost all sentences and paragraphs are well constructed with appropriate transitions.

· minimal grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.

· complete citations and reference page (as per 5th Edition APA style manual).

To convert these general guidelines into specific expectations, I grade assignments using criteria sheets with points that are then converted to a percentage (a similar system exists with exams; criteria sheets will all be posted to BlueLine). 

Grade Breakdown

Assignments are graded using criteria sheets with points that are then converted to a percentage (a similar system exists with exams). At the end of the term, your percentage will be complied, and a grade assigned using the following grading scale:

	A = 90-100
	B+ = 87-89.99%      

B = 80-86.99%
	C+ = 77-79.99%      

C = 70-76.99%
	D = 60-69.99%


	F = less than 60%




I assume that all students enter courses with the ability to earn at least a “C” grade in the course.  Students who meet minimum requirements will earn a "C" for that work.  *NOTE:  Students who earn “B” and “A” grades exceed the minimum requirements.  Grades for all assignments will be assessed on the following 1-5 scale.  For each assignment, you will receive a specific assignment sheet and grading criteria.  For each criterion, you will be assessed on a scale from 1 to 5.  
A (5) =
EXCELLENT.  Greatly exceeds requirements.  Shows outstanding levels of creativity, skill, initiative, and/or effort

B (4) =
GOOD.  Exceeds requirements.  Shows substantial creativity, skills, initiative, and/or effort 

C (3) =
AVERAGE.  Meets the requirements in every respect, but does not exceed requirements

D (2) =
BELOW AVERAGE.  Meets some requirements, but deficient in others

F (1) =
POOR.  Deficient in most or all requirements

Please keep your graded assignments until the end of the semester. It is your responsibility to keep a record of your graded assignments. This log will help you keep track of your percentage points earned.

	GRADED ASSIGNMENTS 
	% POSSIBLE 
	% EARNED

	Semester Project
	· Proposal
· Final Paper

· Final Presentation
	15

40

10
	

	Research Reviews
	· Article Review
	5
	

	
	· Review of Peer’s Proposal
	5
	

	
	· Review of Peer’s Final Paper Draft
	5
	

	Application Activities, Participation, & Progress Reports
	· Start to midterm 
	10
	

	
	·  Midterm to final
	10
	

	TOTAL PERCENTAGE 
	100
	


COURSE  SCHEDULE

This schedule is subject to change, so please bring your syllabus to class and note any announced deviations from the initial plan.  While the major assignments will not change, I reserve the right to alter the course activities if necessary to promote student learning.  Please do the assigned reading before class and keep up. 

	Date:
	Unit:
	Assignments & Reading:

	Week 1
	Writing proposals for research
	

	Week 2
	Methods review
	Methods reading

	Week 3
	Methods review
	Methods reading

	Week 4
	Reviewing communication research
	Award winning communication scholarship reading
Article critique due

	Week 5
	
	Proposals/IRB due to reviewers and professor by Monday

Peer reviews of proposals due to authors by Friday

	Week 6
	History of the discipline
	History of the discipline reading

IRB must be submitted no later than Monday of this week! 

	Week 7
	Communication scholarship
	Award winning communication scholarship reading

	Week 8
	Communication scholarship
	Award winning communication scholarship reading

Proposals returned to students with comments

	Week 9
	Communication scholarship
	Award winning communication scholarship reading

	Week 10
	Data analysis review
	Data analysis reading

	Week 11
	Data analysis review
	Data analysis report due in class



	Week 12
	Communication scholarship
	Award winning communication scholarship reading

	Week 13
	Communication scholarship
	Award winning communication scholarship reading

	Week 14
	
	Rough draft of paper due to peer reviewers by Monday

Peer reviews of rough draft due to authors by Friday

	Week 15
	
	Presentations

	Week 16
	Final exam week
	Final papers due


7

