Master Syllabus:  CNE/GRK/LAT 498:  Senior Capstone Seminar
Course description:  Directed research on a general topic;  preparation and public presentation of a senior thesis.

Course objectives:  Students will demonstrate the ability to use basic bibliographical tools, standard reference works, major secondary sources, and modern scholarship;  students will write effective English prose;  students will demonstrate the ability to create and sustain a critical argument.

How this class meets the department's goals associated with the Classical Languages Major, the specific objectives the course responds to, and the instruments of assessment. 

This course serves the overarching purpose of teaching students to produce scholarly research, building upon the skills developed in the research papers required in the upper-division courses of the classical languages curriculum.

This course is the "critical point" at which the department assesses the outcomes of our internal learning objectives and at which we assess of our senior majors for the college learning outcomes.

For the department's internal use, assessment may be either embedded in the senior thesis or executed in a form developed by the department specifically for use in this course.  The diagnostics will be:

Ability to use basic bibliographical tools, standard reference works, major secondary sources, and modern scholarship
More than adequate		adequate	less than adequate
Ability to write effective English prose
	More than adequate		adequate	less than adequate
Ability to create and sustain a critical argument
	More than adequate		adequate	less than adequate
Ability to present thesis orally
	More than adequate		adequate	less than adequate

List of course topics:  The instructor will choose a topic of study which is general enough to provide a research framework for CNE, GRK, and LAT students, such as 'political life in the ancient world', or 'modes of philosophical/religious belief'.  Students already pursuing research in the area of Classical and Near Eastern Studies may, with the instructor's consent, pursue that research further as the subject of a senior thesis.  The instructor will be responsible for the selection of texts and the creation of a daily schedule in a syllabus for that instructor's version of this course.  The department chair will inspect all individual syllabuses to ensure conformity with this master syllabus and retain a copy of the individual syllabus while sending a copy to the College of Arts and Sciences Office.

Course requirements:  Students will produce a senior thesis, which is to be a substantial research paper of at least the length mandated by the certified writing requirement, that is, it shall reach a minimum of 20 pages, including revised versions.  The thesis will undergo revision to at least the extent required by the certified writing requirement, that is, it shall undergo a formal rewriting process, and adequate time shall be given to students to perform the revision.  Other measures of the student's performance may be added at the instructor's discretion.

Grading criteria:  While the specific grading criteria for individual assignments are to be determined by the instructor, the following criteria shall be followed in evaluating the thesis and its oral presentation.  The thesis and presentation shall constitute the majority of the course grade, in approximately the proportion 3:1.  The instructor may grade other elements of course participation such as attendance, performance on preliminary drafts, feedback to other students on in-class assignments, etc.

Thesis

A:  Thesis is technically flawless, uses evidence from a broad array of sources specific to the discipline, maintains a coherent organization and sustained argument, and represents original work.

B:  Thesis is good technically, uses evidence from several important sources specific to the discipline, maintains a coherent organization and sustained argument, and contains more original arguments than simple collection and reporting of facts.

C:  Thesis suffers from technical defects, uses few, though important sources specific to the discipline, has easily visible organizational defects in coherence and in the train of argument, and contains more reportage than original argumentation.

D:  Thesis suffers from major technical defects, uses few sources specific to the discipline, suffers from major organizational defects in coherence and in the train of argument, and contains little or no original argumentation.

F:  Thesis suffers from major technical defects, uses (or cites) no sources specific to the discipline, lacks or suffers from an extremely weak organization, and contains little or no original argumentation.

Oral presentation

A:  Presentation is very well prepared and executed, student responds knowledgeably and effectively to questions about thesis.

B:  Presentation is well prepared and executed, student responds knowledgeably and effectively to questions about thesis, but not as well as a student doing A work.  For example, a student might reveal a weakness in preparation under questioning, or present one aspect of the thesis argument poorly.

C:  Presentation is coherent but does not represent the thesis completely or accurately, or devolves into summary of results.  Student may reveal several weaknesses in preparation or in fielding questions.

D:  Presentation is badly constructed with numerous flaws in coherence or accuracy, or is mostly simple summary, or consists of reading from the thesis.  There may be numerous flaws in preparation as revealed under questioning.

F:  Presentation has many errors in fact and organization.  It may be almost entirely summary or recitation from the thesis.  Under questioning, student reveals a poor understanding of the thesis topic, or fails to address questions.

Attendance policy:  To be determined by the instructor.  The instructor shall make every effort to encourage full attendance and may assign penalties for non-attendance.

Academic honesty statement:  All work submitted for this course must be the student's own work, subject to modifications expressly introduced by the instructor.  Sanctions for infractions will be set by the instructor in his or her syllabus in conformity with the policy of the College of Arts and Sciences.  The student is directed to the College of Arts and Sciences' academic honesty policy, at the web address http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/policies/acadhonesty.html.

Class cancellation procedures:  To be determined by the instructor.

How this class corresponds to the College and University's learning outcomes:
For the assessment of the College's learning outcomes, the instructor will use the forms distributed by the Faculty Senate Assessment Committee in November 2010.
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