REVISED 6 JANUARY 2009

REVISED 1 SEPTEMBER 2009


ARH 410: The Lives of the Artists in Film 
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     KAHLO MICHELANGELO VAN GOGH MODIGLIANI REMBRANDT  ARBUS   POLLOCK   CARAVAGGIO

Professor Information:
Dr. Matthew Averett

E-mail:  matthewaverett@creighton.edu

Office:  116 Lied

Office Phone:  280-1455

Course Description: 

This course considers the image of the artist through an examination of contemporary biographies and modern films, ranging in subject from the Italian Renaissance to the present day.  In this examination we will consider such questions as: what were the goals of contemporary biographers?  Were these goals the same as modern biographers?  How were these goals achieved in the past?  How are they achieved in modern movies?  Was, for example, Michelangelo the same kind of artist as Frida Kahlo?  Our examination will have three parts: first, we will read a selection of an artist’s biography; second, we will watch a film adaptation of the artist’s life; and third, we will have sustained in-class discussions of the film and biography.

Course Information:

Summer Session 2009, Term 2 (3 week), July 13-31.

MTWRF 9:00-12:00

Lied 104

Readings:
Required course readings in the form of PDFs are to be downloaded from BlueLine.

Course Requirements: 
Grades will be determined based on the following requirements:  

10%
Film worksheets

10%
In-class discussions

25%
Exam 1

25%
Exam 2

30%
Final Exam
Grading:
Grades are assigned on the following scale:

A
90%-100%



D
65%-69%

B
80%-89%



F
Below 65%

C
70-79%

The A grade indicates that your professor has recognized exceptional performance.  Grades in this range indicate that the student has gone well above expectations and has surpassed the performances of the majority of the class.

The grade of B signifies that the student has demonstrated a significantly more effective command of the material than is generally expected in the course, and has performed at a level above the bulk of the class.

The C grade is the professor’s certification that the student has demonstrated the required mastery of the material.  Grades in this range indicate that the student has done work on par with the class average.

The student is graded D when his or her grasp of the course is minimal.  Grades in this range indicate that the student has performed below the level of his or her classmates and has only marginally demonstrated an understanding of the basic and essential elements of the class.

The F grade indicates failure to master the basic and essential elements of the class.

Course Schedule

July 13

Michelangelo Buonarotti: The Agony and the Ecstasy Part I

July 14

Michelangelo Buonarotti: The Agony and the Ecstasy Part II
July 15

Michelangelo Merisi da Carvaggio: Caravaggio
July 16

Rembrandt van Rijn: Rembrandt
July 17
Exam 1

July 20

Vincent van Gogh: Vincent and Theo
July 21

Henri Toulouse-Lautrec: Moulin Rouge
July 22

Amedeo Modigliani: Modigliani
July 23

Discussion Day

July 24
Exam 2

July 27 
Frida Kahlo: Frida
July 28

Jackson Pollock: Pollock
July 29

Diane Arbus: Fur: An Imaginary Portrait of Diane Arbus
July 30

Discussion Day

July 31
Final Exam

Departmental and University Policies: 
Make-ups.  If you miss a scheduled exam due to illness, you will be allowed to take a make-up examination ONLY after presenting a written excuse, signed by a medical doctor.  Special arrangements must be made in the case of family illness or death.  No matter what the cause of your absence, you MUST contact me no more than 24 hours after the time of the examination, either by phone or email.  Failure to make contact within this period will forfeit the possibility of taking a make-up exam.  Missed in-class work cannot be made-up.  If a scheduled test or assignment conflicts with a day of religious observation, please contact me immediately and an alternate schedule will be determined.

Academic Integrity.  Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university.  All members of the academic community must be confident that each person's work has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed, and presented.  Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful.  The academic community regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that range from probation to expulsion.  Plagiarism is the submission of another person's work or thoughts as one's own, either by direct copying or by insufficient acknowledgement of the source.  This includes submission of not only published works, but the submission of the work of another student, past or present.  When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, consult your professor.  Cheating is the use of any form of assistance while taking an examination.  During an examination, silence is required from the moment a test paper is handed out until it has been handed in.  No books or written material of any kind should be in your sight once the examination has begun.  Any work that violates these principles of academic integrity will not be graded.

Attendance.  Regular attendance at the lectures is vital to student success.  Since the material presented in this course is primarily visual in nature, being present will help you associate the image with the information given.  Moreover, not all information given in lecture is in the textbook, so you must be present to receive all the information about a work.  All students are expected to arrive on time to lecture, and to stay for the entire class.  Attendance will be taken daily, and will be used in computing your grade.  More than four unexcused absences will have an adverse impact on your grade. 

Students with Disabilities. If you need accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information that needs to be shared with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please inform me immediately.  To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended exam time), students must first register with Office of Disability Accommodations (ODA).

Electronic Equipment.  Computers, cell phones, recording devices, and all other electronic equipment are not permitted in this class.

Class Cancellation.  If weather should force the cancellation of class, students will be notified via email.  Check for University-wide closings by calling the Weather Hotline at 280 5800.
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