History of 19th Century Philosophy
Fall Semester 2008
PHL 374: R, 6-8:30 pm, HC 212
Instructor:

Dr. Amy E. Wendling




Humanities Center, Rm. 120

Office Hours (physical, by telephone, and online via email, in order of precedence):




W 2:30-4:00 pm and R 4:30-6:00 pm
Communication:
I will use Blueline.
Also email at wendling@creighton.edu

Homepage at http://puffin.creighton.edu/AmyWendling

Office Telephone at 280-3591

Course Description

We are not individuals.  We come about always already intersubjectively.  The 19th century, from Hegel to Kierkegaard to Nietzsche to Freud to Marx, has the habit of characterizing this intersubjective coming about as agonistic.  We will see what questions this characterization sets us up to ask and what questions it occludes.  We will ponder if it is right.  Then, leading out from Hegel, we will characterize the main figures of the 19th century as having what Paul Ricouer has called a “hermeneutic of suspicion”
Course Objectives

At the end of the course you will be able to:

1.  Understand the main historical currents of 19th century thought.
2.  See how 19th century thought shapes contemporary debates in social theory, epistemology, and philosophy of history.
3.  Recognize some early debates over the meaning of “self-consciousness” in Hegel. 

4.  Trace the legacy of these early debates into the practical philosophies of Marx and Freud, and the refusal of these debates to the philosophy of Nietzsche.
5.  Understand what Paul Ricouer calls the 19th century’s “hermeneutic of suspicion”
6.  Write and rewrite a research paper about something that interests you
Required Texts 


1.  Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit
2.  The Marx-Engels Reader

3.  Soren Kierkegaard’s Fear and Trembling

4.  Friedrich Nietzsche’s The Gay Science

5.  The Freud Reader
Outline of Topics and Schedule of Course Readings

Thursday, August 28  
Syllabus; Introduction to Course; Kant, Hegel and 





the aftermath of Hegel;  Weird but true: Copy out





the Table of Contents of the Phenomenology by 





hand


Thursday, Sept. 4

 Hegel, Phenomenology, Preface and 




Introduction, pgs. 1-57

Thursday, Sept. 11

Hegel, Consciousness and Self-Consciousness





 pages 58-72 (stop at end of section 118) and 





pg. 98 (begin section 160)- pg. 138 (end of 




section 230)

Thursday, Sept. 18

Hegel, Spirit p. 263-321 and Absolute Knowing





p. 487 (begin section 802)- p. 493 (end of book)




Thursday, Sept. 25            Marx, p. 66-125 and 143-145




Thursday, Oct. 2

Marx, p.146-200

Thursday, Oct. 9 

Marx, p. 594-617 and 469-500; midterm exam 





essay topics assigned


Thursday, Oct.  16

In-class examination and mid-semester 





evaluations
***FALL BREAK; CLASSES RESUME MONDAY OCTOBER 27***

Thursday, Oct.  30

Nietzsche, Gay Science, Preface, Prelude, and





Book 1

Thursday, Nov.  6

Nietzsche, Gay Science, Books 2 and 3.  Paper





topics due.  Research Process Discussed.


Thursday, Nov.  13

Freud, p. 239-293, plus film “Young Dr. Freud”

Thursday, Nov. 20

Freud, p. 722-771.  Annotated bibliographies due.  




Sign up for presentations.
***THANKSGIVING RECESS; CLASSES RESUME MONDAY DECEMBER 1. ***

Thursday, Dec. 4

Freud, p. 685-721; presentations

Thursday, Dec.  11            Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling, p. 41-95; presentations



Course Requirements and Assignments

1. Daily Journal

Every time the class meets you are required to bring with you, to class, on paper, a short written assignment.  The assignment should be one (double-spaced typed or equivalent handwritten) page in length.  It should have three parts: 1) Summarize, in three to five sentences, the main argument made by the author we are studying.  2) In a second paragraph, critically evaluate this argument.  3) Look up two words from the reading in a dictionary, and write down the definitions.  Note: do this in the margins; your definitions should not be used as space filler.  Since these assignments are due at the beginning of the period, some students like to make a second copy to help them remember what they wrote during class discussions.

I will only read these assignments to check that you made a good faith effort, and I will not comment on them.  You will simply receive a √ in blue or black ink if you made a good faith effort and an X in blue or black ink if you did not: i.e. if your assignment does not meet the requirements or has indications that you did not read carefully.  As a whole, daily assignments will make up 20% of your final grade.  
Occasionally during the semester, I will evaluate your assignment in red ink, using a system of X/√-/√/√+.  Although the assignments are evaluated, they are still only worth what they always were: complete or incomplete.  This will simply give you an idea of how you are doing with the readings, so you can decide whether to put more effort into your studies.  You can get an idea of what kind of work constitutes a √-, a √, and a √+ by following the “Journal Criteria” link in Blueline.

I do not accept electronic versions of your daily assignments, and I do not accept unexcused late work.    I will return your assignment at the beginning of the next course period.  Your daily journal will also act as an attendance record: this means that there is no way to earn attendance points unless you complete your journal.

2.  Participation/Attendance

It is assumed that you will attend every course session except in the case of illness or other excused absence.  Our daily journal will act as the attendance record.  There is no way to get attendance points unless you turn in a journal. 

In addition, you will be required to express your philosophical ideas verbally in the class itself as a demonstration of your preparation, learning, and development as a philosopher.  If you are an agoraphobe, this will be your chance to work on developing the skills of self-expression in public.  Conversely, if you are especially vocal in the classroom, this portion of your grade can be damaged by the inability to share the floor with others.  Participation will make up 20% of your final grade.  Grades will be as follows:

A  Student regularly attends class, and regularly contributes to class discussion.  Student treats other students with respect, and fairly considers counter-arguments to her or his own position.  Contributions are insightful, provocative, and thoughtful.  Student speaks directly to her or his peers, and not only to the professor.  In addition, student demonstrates awareness of the dynamic of the conversation as a whole.  Student receives a superlative evaluation from his or her conversation partners.

B  Student regularly attends class, and regularly contributes to the class discussion.  Student treats other students with respect, and fairly considers counter-arguments to her or his own position.  Student receives an excellent evaluation from his or her conversation partners.  

C  Student regularly attends class, but vocal participation is limited.  Student receives a positive evaluation from his or her conversation partners.

D  Student attendance is not so regular and student rarely if ever speaks.  Student’s conversation partners have some reservations about his or her performance, attendance, or preparation.

F  Student attendance is irregular.  Student does not maintain regular conversation partners because of excessive Friday absences. 

(While the rubrics above do not include the two “plus” system grades, I do award these grades to assignments with characteristics that put them in-between whole letter grades.)

3.  Midterm Examination

A midterm examination covering course material will be held on Thursday, October 16.  (Except in the case of a university excused absence, no one will be permitted to take the exam early: do not plan to cut out early for fall break.)  Grading on the exam is pretty straightforward.  You will receive a number score, out of 100, which will later count for 30 % of your final grade.  The first half of the exam will be objective questions that ask you to recall material from the reading.  The second half of the exam will be an essay; you will receive the topic the week before, and you will be allowed to bring a notecard into the exam with you to use on the essay portion only.
 4.  Topic, Annotated Bibliography, Final Research Paper, and Presentation

As your final assignment for the course, you will write a 10-12 page research paper in an area of interest. 
This final assignment will have multiple parts.  The first thing that you will have to do is decide on a topic.  A page-length statement of your topic will be due in class on Thursday, November 6.    A developed (if- preliminary) page-length statement of a well-defined topic are worth 5% of your final grade.  

The second thing that you will have to do is research.  On Nov. 6, the date your topic is due, we will discuss the process, resources and format this research will take.  Samples of annotated bibliographies will be given out.  Following this course session, you will conduct independent research compose an annotated bibliography of your own related to your topic, using five relevant book chapters or articles, two of which can be the same as assigned course reading.  The annotated bibliography will be due in class on Thursday, November 20th, and is worth 5% of your final grade.  Grades will be as follows:

A:  Research is complete and properly formatted in accordance with a standard style.  Articles and book chapters are scholarly, appropriate, and topical.  Annotation is thorough, comprehensive, and insightful.  The annotation points in the direction of a conclusion or conclusions and suggests a shape for the paper.

B:  Research is complete and properly formatted in accordance with a standard style.  Articles and book chapters are scholarly, appropriate, and topical.  Annotation is thorough, comprehensive, and insightful. 

C:  Research is complete and properly formatted in accordance with a standard style.  Articles and book chapters are scholarly, appropriate, and topical.  Annotation may be scanty or incomplete.

D:  Research may not be complete or may be improperly formatted.  Articles and book chapters may be unscholarly, inappropriate, or untopical.  Annotation may be scanty or incomplete.

F:  Work is not turned in on time, or exhibits characteristics of the “D” bibliography in combination.

You will also be required to present your research to the class as a whole.  We will sign up for presentation times on November 20 and devote the second half of the final next two class sessions to presentations.  Your presentation should take between 5-10 minutes.  Your presentation (and active attendance at the presentations of others) is worth 5 % of your final grade.  Grades will be as follows:

A:  Information is clearly presented, well-organized, comprehensive, can be heard, and conforms to the suggested time limits.  Presenter has anticipated the questions he or she may get from fellow students and from the professor and has practiced answers to the obvious questions.  Presentation incites many questions and comments from fellow students and from the professor, and the presenter fields these questions well.  Presenter attends all course sessions devoted to student presentations, listens attentively, and asks questions of his or her fellow students.  

B:  Information is clearly presented, well-organized, comprehensive, can be heard, and conforms to the suggested time limits.  Presenter incites and fields questions from fellow students and from the professor.  Presenter attends all course sessions devoted to student presentations, listens attentively, and asks questions of his or her fellow students.  

C:  Information is clearly presented, can be heard, and conforms to the suggested time limits.  Presenter misses one of the course sessions devoted to student presentations, but when present listens attentively, and asks questions of his or her fellow students.  OR Presenter attends all course sessions devoted to student presentations, but either does not listen attentively or does not ask questions. 

D:  Research may not be complete.  Presentation is unclear, cannot be heard, or does not conform to time limits.  Presenter misses multiple course sessions devoted to student presentations, does not listen attentively, or does not ask questions of his or her fellow students.  

F:  Research is not complete. 

The verbal presentation will be your chance to try out ideas from your final paper.  Drawing on the feedback you get from the presentation, your final essay will be due to Dr. Wendling by 6 pm on Thursday, December 18th, and will be worth 15 % of your final grade.   

Grades will be as follows:

A  Paper meeting page requirements is turned in on time.  Clear and definite statement of the position to be developed.  Ideas are developed in a natural order, position is fully developed, and objections and alternatives are fairly considered.  Position is well-organized, and transition among its parts is smooth.  There are no sweeping, empty, opening or closing claims, no grammar or spelling errors, and no awkward phrases.  The author has cited her or his sources in a correct style (e.g. APA, MLA, Chicago), with sources at the end of the paper.  Beyond these formalist elements, the student has made critical use of the material that demonstrates a detailed and thorough use of the relevant course reading, has used her or his own examples, and has written in an original, compelling, and insightful way.

B  Paper meeting page requirements is turned in on time.  Clear and definite statement of the position to be developed.  Ideas are developed in a natural order, position is fully developed, and objections and alternatives are fairly considered.  Position is well-organized, and transition among its parts is smooth.  There are no sweeping, empty, opening or closing claims, no grammar or spelling errors, and no awkward phrases.  The author has cited her or his sources in a correct style (e.g. APA, MLA, Chicago), with sources at the end of the paper.  Beyond these formalist elements, the student has made critical use of the material that demonstrates a detailed and thorough use of the relevant course reading.

C  Paper is turned in on time, but may not meet page requirements.  Position to be developed may initially be stated clearly, but the author’s purpose ultimately wanders.  OR Ideas are underdeveloped, are presented in a confusing order, or are mired in sentences that are hard to follow.  OR Paper considers objections and alternatives, but treats these claims unfairly or fails to spot crucial ones.   OR Paper contains sweeping, empty, opening or closing claims.   OR Paper contains grammar or spelling errors, or incorrect or colloquial English.  OR The author has incorrectly cited her or his sources.  Beyond these formalist elements, the student has made critical use of the material that demonstrates an adequate use of the relevant course reading.

D  Paper may have been late; student may not have participated in the in-class peer editing session.  Paper only marginally related to the assigned topic, does not state the argument to be developed clearly.  In addition, paper exhibits many of the failings of the “C” paper in combination.

F   Work, including the paper, is unoriginal, plagiarized, or is not turned in on time.

(While the rubrics above do not include the two “plus” system grades, I do award these grades to assignments with characteristics that put them in-between whole letter grades.)

Grading

Point Ranges

A: 100-93, B+: 92-87, B: 86-80, C+: 79-73, C: 72-65, D: 64-54, F: 53 and below

Communicating with Professors, including How and When to send an Email

Late in the semester, we will talk some about the ethics of teaching and learning.  While meditating on this ethics, I have thought a lot about email communication and how it works— and also about how it fails to work, setting all of us up for disappointment.  Here are a few simple rules that will be useful for this course and perhaps for others.

1.  Expect your professor to check his or her email only during business hours (i.e. 8 am- 5 pm Monday through Friday), and perhaps only once a day during these business hours.  In all cases, count on the fact that your professor may not get the email instantly.  Allow 48 hours within these business hours for a reply.  This rule renders many last-minute issues addressed on email superfluous.  Also: while many issues may seem urgent, few actually are, and almost all can be resolved within a timetable of days or weeks rather than minutes or hours.  Remember, your final grade will not be submitted until the end of the semester. 

2.  For Dr. Wendling’s class, if you miss class with an excused absence, the best policy is not to email, but simply to staple the doctor’s paperwork to your makeup work and put them together into the regular journal pile with the words “Excused Late Work: illness” or “Excused Late Work: debate tournament” at the top of your front page.  Be careful that you do not claim excused absences that are not actually excused: social events such as weddings, for example, are not actually excused absences.  Excused events are illness and official Creighton field trips of various types, including athletic trips.

3.  Your professor may not be in the office when he or she checks his or her email.  She may be in Berlin, or in a coffee shop; he may be at his home office.  This means that he or she may not have your grades, assignments, the text under consideration, or other items at his or her fingertips while answering the email.  The best policy when addressing a specific issue is to make an appointment to meet with your professor in his or her office when he or she will be in a better position to answer specific questions that pertain to your course work.

4.  Your professor is dealing with large volumes of email from publishers, students, travel agents, colleagues, and other sources.  He or she will appreciate that you add to this volume only with legitimate concerns that could not have been addressed in other ways.  He or she will also appreciate formal, polite prose and a proper manner of address: “Dear Dr. X.”  Because email is not a form of face-to-face communication, it is hard to interpret the tone of the message.  Formality is a good safeguard against being misinterpreted.

5.  Many issues should not be addressed via email.  While you may ask about the breakdown of a grade over email or alert your professor that you think there has been an error of calculation or recording, any substantive debate about grade content should be reserved for your professor’s office hours for the reasons outlined in #3.  Also: Do not ask for letters of recommendation over email.  Always ask in person.  Always give your professor at least four weeks to put such a letter together and send it: and some professors will require still more time.

6.  An EXCELLENT USE OF EMAIL is to set up an appointment to meet with your professor, preferably during his or her office hours.  You should only ask to meet outside of a professor’s office hours if you have other courses that meet during ALL of the professor’s office hours.  Don’t fudge on this to attend a social event: while you are enrolled in a professor’s course, he or she can use Banner to look up your schedule online.

7.  The before or after-class gathering at the front of the room is a tempting time to talk to your professor, but is not a good one, for reasons similar to those outlined in #3 above.  Before and immediately after class, your professor is able to keep one thing and one thing only in mind: class.  She is taking attendance, making mental notes about how to phrase an argument, and really thinking about what you are saying—not whether you will be gone the next course session.   When you take advantage of a before or after class gathering, expect the same confused attention you get at a busy sandwich bar, when you ask the sandwich maker to leave off the tomatoes, and he hands you a sandwich with the tomatoes but with no onions.  With kindness and goodwill, your professor may remember what you said during the gathering, but do not count on it.

8.  Even in the age of mobile phones, telephoning has become a lost art.  Consider calling your professor on his or her office phone during his or her office hours if you simply cannot make it in to see him or her in person.  Like email, the telephone allows you geographical flexibility without being impersonal like email.  

Statement on Plagiarism

According to Rebekah Nathan in her book My Freshman Year: What a Professor Learned by Becoming a Student (2005), when students knowingly plagiarize, it is either because they have panicked or because they are unconsciously deploying a time-saving strategy in an environment that puts a lot of pressure on student time.  To Nathan’s assessment, I would add that students also unknowingly plagiarize when they are unfamiliar with the norms of textual citation.  

In keeping with the mission of Creighton University, academic honesty is expected of students in this and every course, on which you should see the Creighton University Bulletin.  A violation of academic honesty requires a report to the Dean of your College, which usually results in a notation in your file, and may result in a dramatic lowering of your course grade, including failure.  The most common violation of academic honesty is plagiarism on papers. 

In the case of an infraction, you will receive, at the very least, a zero on the assignment in question.  The instructor will also consider assigning a course failure if the infraction occurs on the final paper.  In addition, you will receive a letter from the instructor documenting the incident that will also go on file in the Dean’s office.

Since all of your work, included your daily journals, can easily be checked for originality through web-based search engines, I encourage you to familiarize yourself with the rules I list below.  These rules are adapted from a statement by Dr. Appleby at Marian College in 1993.    

A. What is plagiarism?

1.  Definition: “Presenting someone else’s ideas as your own, whether deliberately or 

     accidentally”(Fowler 501).

2.  Plagiarism is derived from a Latin word meaning “kidnapper”(Fowler 70).

3.  Forms of plagiarism

i.
“The use of another’s writing without proper use of quotation marks.  Do not under any circumstances, copy onto your paper a direct quotation without providing quotation marks and crediting the source”(Lester 47).  

ii. “The borrowing of a word or phrase, the use of an idea, or the paraphrasing of material if that phrase, idea, or material is not properly introduced or documented.  Also included in plagiarism is the mere rearrangement of phrases from the original into a new pattern”(Lester 47).  This is still plagiarism even if the stolen sentences and phrases are interwoven with a student’s own prose.  Such piecemeal plagiarism is particularly easy to spot because of the variation in style.

iii.  
It is also plagiarism to “take, buy, or receive a paper written by someone else and present it as your own”(Corder and Ruskiewicz 633).

iv.  
Another form of academic dishonesty that is related to plagiarism is collusion, which is defined as “collaboration with someone else in producing work you claim to be entirely your own”(Corder and Ruskiewicz 633).

B.  How can plagiarism be avoided?

1.   Acknowledge all borrowed material by introducing or following the quotation or 

      Paraphrase with the name of the authority from whom it was taken.

2.   Enclose all quoted material within quotation marks, even single words and phrases.

3.   Make certain that all paraphrased material is written in your own style and language.

4.   Provide a bibliographic entry for every source that appears in ANY FORM of written 

      work, INCLUDING web-based written works.

5.   Be certain that all written work you submit is your own.  You may (and in some cases 

      should) ask others to review your work, but “any changes, deletions, rearrangements, 

      or corrections should be your own work”(Corder and Ruszkiewicz 633). 

C. Why is plagiarism wrong?

1.   It is a criminal offense (i.e., the theft of intellectual property) and can result in fines

      and/or imprisonment.

2.   It is academic dishonesty and can lead to serious sanctions from the university.

3.   It undermines academic integrity and the ethical atmosphere of the university.

4.   It violates the mission of Creighton University.

5.   It involves a passive learning process that obstructs the acquisition and understanding 

      of meaningful academic material.

6.   It retards intellectual, moral, and social development.

7.   It is contrary to the concept of critical thinking.
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Contract:

Dr. Wendling and I both agree to the terms and policies outlined in this syllabus.

___________________________


___________________________

Amy E. Wendling




Student Signature








___________________________ 







Printed Student Name
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